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Wherein is proved by Scriprare, the Ex-| 
ample of the Primitive Times, and| 
the Practice of All that have Pro-| 
feſſed the Chriſtian Religion : That] 
no Vnbaprized perſon may be Regs-| 
larly admitted to the Lords Supper. 


3y W. K iffina lover of Truth and Peace. 


Act. 2. 41. Then they that gladly received bi 


Word were Baptized : and the ſame day there 


| were added tothem about three thouſand Souls. 
Deut. 5. 32. 7e ſhall obſerve to do therefore as the| 

Lord your God hath Commanaed you, you ſhal | 
ot turn aſide to the right hand or to the left | 


Col. 2. 5. Joying and beholding your. order 


| and the ſtedfaſin'ſs of your Faith in Chriſt. | 
London , Prinited by Geo. Larkin, for| 


Enoch Proſſer, at the Roſe and Crow; 
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| In Swecthings- Alley,at the Eaſt End 
| of the Royal Exchange, 1681. 
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Chriſtian READER. 


| Hen it pleaſed God 
| of his free Grace to 
catiſe me to make 4 


| ſerwws 1nquiry af- 
ter Teſus Chriſt, and pagers kH 
ſome taſt of his pardoning Love, the 
ſence of which did ingage my heart 
with deſires tobe obedient to his will 
za all things. I uſed all indeavers 
both by Converſe with ſuch as were 
able, and alſo by diligeatly ſearch- 

rg the Scriptures, with earneſt de- 
fires of God, that I might be direfted. 
in a right way of Worſhip; and af< 
ter ſome tim? coucluded that the 
ſafeſt way was to follow the Foot- 

ſteps of the Flock (zamely) that 

Order laid down by Chriſt and his 

Apoſtles, and Pradtiſcd by the Pri- 

A & 114tiv? 


To the Chriſtian ps wy 


mitive Chriſtians in their times, 


which I found to be; that after 
Converſion they were Baptiſed, ad- 
ded to the Charch, and Continued 
in the Apoſtles DoQrine, Fellow- 
ſhip, Breaking of Bread, and 
Prayer;according to which I thought 
my ſelf bound tobe Conformable, and 
having continued in the Profeſſion 
of the ſame for theſe forty years, 
although through many Weakneſles, 
and Fears, Temptations, and Sut- 
ferings, yet mot without ſome Wits 
nels from God of his gracious AC- 
ceptance azd Strength to this very 
aay : The ſence I have of my own 
Weakneſs and Inability, would have 
been a Bar to me to appear in this 
Publick way, aid 1 not feea necel- 
flity [ing upon we for the 1 ruths- 
ſake, and the ſakes of many, by rea- 
ſon of” ſome that have lately riſen 
up to weaken, if not make void that 
great Ordinance of Baptiſm, by in- 
deavouring to maintain,that all per 
fas that Believe, atthonoh they ne- 

ver 
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To the Chriſtian Reader. 


ver did, nor do Prattice the ſame, 
may partake of the Ordinance of the 
Loras Supper, and all other Goſpel 
znſtituted Duties. A Notion, ot 
only Contrary to the Primitive Pat- 
tern, but the Conſtant Pradtice of 
all that ever profeſſed the Chriſtian 
Religion, or that own the Scriptures 
to be the Rule of Faith and Prattiſe ; 
and it would be a happineſs to the 
Chriſtian Religion, v all that Pro- 
feſs the ſame, did in other things 
agree as they do in this, namely, 
that none ought to be Partakers of. 
the Lords Supper, but ſuch as have 
been Baptifed thoſe that differ ;inthis 
matter from them,would be found tobe 
as few in Number as they are Weale 
in Argument, and although I am 
well ſatisfied that the performance 
of all Duties and Ordinaxces, will be 
of no valne to any man, further than 
Chriſt i injozed in them: the very 
Goſpel it Pf Severed from Chriſt, 
will prove the Adminiſtration of 
Death, 2 Cor. 1.21. 1he Power: 


A 3 ful eſt 


' Tothe Chriſtian Reider. 


fuleft Preaching, and the cleareſt 


Diſcourſe of” the free Grace of God. 
hath no Life in it, unleſs the foul 
be led by the Spirit to Chriſt, who 
the Life of all Dutics, Rpowledge 
of the Truth, and Obedience to it 
in outward performances, will as 
little ſave a mans ſoul as the Cove- 
nant of Works. Tet every maw that 
hath an intereſt in Chriſt, is bound 
by the Word of God to be obedient 
to all his Commands, It was the 
great Commendation of Zacharias 
and Elizabeth, That they walked 
in all the Commandments and Or- 
dinances of the Lord blameleſs, 
the Ordinanceof Baptiſm is none of 
the leaſt, the very Foundation of 
Relizion being comprehended in the 
Form thereof, as appeareth at large 
by the Weorthy and Learned 
Dr. Owen, ix his Book of the Di- 
vine Nature and Perſonality of the 
Floly Spirit, pag. 50. vis. All 
things neceſſary to this purpoſe, 
are compriſed in the ſolemn oo. 
O 
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To the Chriſtian Reader. 
of our Initiation inco Covenant with 
God, Matty. 28. 19, Our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt Commands his Apoſtles to Diſ- 
ciple all Nations, Baptifing them in 
the Name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and the Holy GhofZ?, this is the 
Foundation we lay of our Obedience 
and Profeſſion, which are to be regu- 
lated by this Initial ingagement,pag.5 1. 
No ſence can be afixed unto theſe words 
but what doth unavyoidably include his 
Perſonality, we are alike Baptiſed into 
their|Name, equally ſubmiting to their 
Authority, and equally taking the Pro-. 
feſſion of their Name upon us. Agair, 
By being Baptiſed into the Name of 
the Faticr, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghoſt, we are Sacredly Initiated, 
and Conlecrated, or Dedicated unto 
the Service and Worſhip of the Father, 
Scn, *nd Holy Ghoſt ; this we take 
upon vs in our Baptiſm - herein lies 
the Foundation of all our Faith and 
Profeſſion with that ingagement of our 
ſelves unto God, which Conſtitutes 
our Chriſtianity ; this is the pledge of 
our cntrance into Covenant with God, 
and of our giving up our ſelves unto 
him in the ſolemn Bond of Religion, 
And concludes in par. 52. If the Do-. 

A 4 Ctrine 


To the Chriſtian Reader. 


Qtrine of a Trinity of Perſons ſubſiſting 
in the ſame undivided Eſſence, be not 
taught and declar in theſe words, 
we may juſtly deſpair of ever having 
any Divine Myſtery manifeſted unto 
us, I leave the Reader to peruſe itat 

m_  - Es 
If this Ordinance of Baptiſm be the 
Pled-e of our Entrance into Covenant with 
God, and of the giving 7 our - ſelves 
#nto him in the ſolema Bond of Religion, 
and we are hereby Dedicated unto the 
ſerviee of the Father, $on, and Holy 
Ghoſt, then muſt it of neceſſuy be the 
Firlt Ordinance, before that of the Lords 
Supper. We may as well conclude a man 
may go into a Houſe before he Enters, 
and a man may be paid for his Goods, and 
afterwards recerve Earniſt, as aiiy niay 
lawfully partake of the Lords Supper be- 
fore he is Buiptized. Andif we are ſa- 
credly Initiated and Conſecrated, or De- 
dricated unto the Worſhip of the Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghoſt, as that Text 
Matth. 28, 19. ſhewcth we are, and take 
this upon us in our Buptiſin, and thereby 
owning the Spirit to be God, equal with 
the Father, and the Son, as that Faith 
which zs tobe excreiſed by us in 4ll other 
Ordinances, thanihe admit ing of perſons 
is 
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To the Chriftian Reader. 
to the Lords Supper, and other Inſt ity- 
ted Duties , before they are Baptiſed, 
doth greatly weaken this main Argument 
of the Spirits being God, at leaf in the 
Prattice of theſe Goſpel Duties , for 
from what Scripture will it be made ap- 
pear, that he is ſoto be owned in them, 
if ye partake of them before, or without 
being Baptiſed ? if this be laid as the 
Foundation of all our Faith, and Profeſ- 
fron, which are to be built upon in all our 
Profeſſion, if it be omited, the ſtrutture 
muſt needs be weak,, we had need rather to 
have our Faith ſtrengthened in the belief 
of ſo grext and eſſential a Truth as the 
Divine Eſſence of the Spirit is, « (a uſe 
of all means appoinggd to that end. 

Ar. Francis Cheynel i his Learned 
Treatiſe, of the Divine Trinity, Prin- 
ted 1650. pag.258. quotes it as the Fudg- 
ment of Irzneus, Tertullian, Athanaſius, 
Baſil, and others of the Ancicnts, That 
the Principal Fandamentals of the Chri- 
ſtian Faith Contained in the Form of 
Baptiſm; and founded on Matt. 28. 19. 
And in page 185. tells ws, If any man in 
Athanaſius's time asked, how many per- 
ſons Subſiſt in the Godhead, they were 
wont to ſend him to Fordarn, and there 
you may hear ane ſee the bleſſed Trini- 


ty. 


o the Chriftian Reader. 


ty. Matt.3.16..Iin pag. 381. God the 
Holy Gholt is to be obey*d, we arc de- 
voted to his Service in Baptiſm. And 
pag. 430. In Baptiſm we Chrittians are 
devoted and Conſecrated tothe Belicf, 


Worſhip, and Service of God the Fa- 


ther, God the Son, and God the Holy 
Ghoſt. By which we may ſee, what 
Eſteem the Antients had of that Ordi- 
nance, and great Reaſon there i for every 
Chriſtian to be found ja the Prattice 
thereof, ſeeing they are thereby Baptized 
snto Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, as the 
firſt Foundation of our vigble Profeſſion 
of Chriſt ;, for as Repentance u the Viſt- 
ble initiating grace; ſo Baptiſm is cal- 
led the Bapti/m of « os firſt 
Initiating Ordinance, 5 | 
1 have for the ſatisfation of All, in- 
deavoured in the following Effay to clear 
this truth both from Scripture and Ex- 
ample, 4s alſo to produce the Judgment 
of the Learned in all Ages. As for our 
Modern Divies,you have their own words 
ſet down faithfully by me, and as for $oofe 
who are mare Ancient, I have requeſted a 
Friena to Tranſlate the ſame, which I 
doubt not but is done Impartially, And 
although I may expect to meet with Ctn- 
ſures from ſome who will be ready to charge 
| The 
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the Truth berein with Uncharitableneſs 
and tobe of a dividing Nature ; yet Ican 
with comfort and ſincerity of heart in the 
Preſence of God declare, I have no other 
deſign, but the preſerving the Ordinan- 
ces of Chrift, in their purity and Order 
as they are left unto us inthe holy Scrip- 
tures of Truth; and to warn the Chure 
ches To keep cloſe to the Rule, leaſt 
they being found not to Worſnip the Lord 
according to his preſcrib?d Order he make 
a Breach amongſt them, neither are you 
preſented with any new Opinion, but that 
which hath beenthe Judgment of all that 
have Profeſſed the Chriſtian Religion 
all times ; jo that what Cer:ſure any ſhall 
make upon it, reſpects not 11s only, but the 
ſervants of God of all Verſwaſions in all 
Ages, and for my ſclf,, as I have a wit- 
neſs in my own Conſcience, ſo I doubt not 
but I have the ſame olſo with thoſe that 
know me, that I have made it a oreat 
part of my Duty, as / h 1s bad opp r FU- 
nity, io perſuade «l Coriſtians to Love 
and Peace, to avoid judging, and re 
proching each other unaer th 37 differing 
Per ſmwaſions, to turn thur Heuts and 
Paſſions, which hath greatly «vou1ded 
in our days one aoai::ft cnother, into 
Prayer, and Supp licit;on o:ic jor another, 
that 
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may not make any breach in their Love ; 
He that knows moſt of the mind of God, 
knows but in part, for who art thoy that 
Judgeſt another mans ſervant ? I ſhall 
trouble you ne farther., but leave the 
peruſal of this ſmall Eſſay to thy ſerzou 
conſideration. | 


Thine in the Service of Chriſt, 
W. K. 


ERRAT A. 

Age 7. line 23, read Waldenſes. p.13. margent for ſu- 

LI. prar. fruftra, p.18. 1.8.r.praeiſers. p.35.1.20.r.diſ- 
_ P.47-1.19. dzle of. 1.24. for at r, until, p.57.1.5.r. 
be Rule. p.70.1.11.r. principles, p.75., margent l. 4.r.that 
they. p.33-1.14.r.Suſpictens. p.85. 1.15. r.Catechumens. py 
85.1.11.r.7et the. [.23.r.except. p.89. r. Baptiſm. for p. 
89.r.87. for $2. r. 90. for 93.r.91. for 56. r: 94. for 97. 
r.95.where line 9,r.But. | 11.r.Baptizing.;p.g7.l.11.r.1n* 
ttiction. 0.108. l.1.r. Tudgment. p.109. 1,23, r. of Chrift 
commonly. p.110. 1.18. r. conſequence. for p,211. r.112. 
where 1.24.r.t0 joy in beholding. laſt 1.r.none. p.118.1. 16. 
dele others, p.132.1.11.for firſt r. later, p.136 1.19.dele to 


p.140.1.21.r.chboice of.1.22.r.inforce. p.14$.1.10 for ſheet 


r. ſtreet. hoods 1.12. r. by the. p.158. margent l. g. dete 
one Law.p.144.laſt |, for But r.By.Litteral eſcapes and mil- 
pointings are left to the Caudor of the Reader, to Corret 
or Pardon, 


that although they differ in their Light, it 
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PREFACE: 


| dies $rag: Dakſs 
worthy.inthoſe 
Primitive Chris 


ſtians, to whony the Apoſtle 


Paul writes, x Cor. 11. 2, Can: 
be no Blemiſh: but really a 
Duty in other Chriſtians, itt 
after times, to imitate ; [his 
words are; I praiſe you, Þre- 
thren, that ye remember me in ail 
things, and keep ithe Ordinances 
as 1 delivered them to you: our 
Tranſlation of: the * Greek * "a 
Word (rendring it Ordinanees) © 
is excepted againſt- by fome 
Napilts, ,eſpecially Gregory 
Martin, 


Ye 'Freface. 
Martin, reputed a great Lin- 
guilt in the Rhemiſh Seminary, 
who would have it Tranſla- 
ted (Traditions) ro countenance 
the Romiſh Opinion; to which 
thall be oppoſed that the 
Greek Word {ignifies indeed 
Tradition, that is in Engliſh, a 
Delivery, viz. of Dottrines, 
Ordinances, Inſtruftions, or- In- 
ſtitutions, 2 Thefſ. 2. 15. by 
chole Evangelical Preachers 
to. their Auditors, which 1s 
nothing elſe but the Doctrine 
of. the Goſpel firſt Preached, 
(which is of the greateſt and 
higheſt Authority,) and af- 
terwards committed to wri- 
ting by the Evangelifts and 
Apoſtles,as ſtanding Records 
co future ' Ages; fo that any 

| 11 adi- 
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Orefare 


Traditiong ,  Þelides . whaz is 


ces of men, who frequently 
introduce that Authority to 
colour their Inventions, or the 
product of their imaginary 
Fancies, with rteſfe& to Di- 
vine Matters. Though it is 
very apparent that. ſuch a 
Rule is not at all /elf-evidencing, 
for it cannot prove it ſelf ; nor 

B 2 is 
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The Preface. He 
is it Dimonſtyative , fort has| i 
6 Certain | Madiihm to 'Con-f © 
vitige;nor Upiverſally Trucin| Þ 
all times ahd places, becauſe] 
[Re orts Yaty every. where ; 
neither js it Uherring,. being 1 
ro Where ftarpt with*thar | 
Character; - and laſtly: -nor| #2? 
Plzin;for no doubring perſon 
Gin Polbly examine all Tra-| BY 


ditions. Now theſe are ſome | ** 
ofthe properties of a General by 
Rule to try Controverhes by, i 

Whici being wanting in Oral ” 


Traditions,the word cannothere 


be 'cnderſtood otherwiſe than s 


by Ordinances or Inſtitutions of "M 


'S» the the Golpel * Recorded in the | Þ 
--xjion, & Scriptures, which were given 
"1 forotir Inſtrudtion, 2 Tim. 3. * 
16: written by the immediate | 
Dictares | 
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The, Poefate. | 
Dictates of phe: !Spitits:Pre- 
ſexved by. the gracions Brayar! 
denceof Godin the Chiughy 
from the injugic# of: Tinja{lgo 
nofance, and Fraud; thiough 
allAges ; they bavebeenthept 
veitle niuch greater carecxthgn. 
any other Books, (T ranſlaed: 
m6, All. Languages, [retained 
bedkby Orthodax: and'Here: 
tickdiligently, abſervingand 
wakehing eachother, ſa;that 
en:any; remarkable, variation 
arialtgration i chem, but alat 
pre {ently the; whole: 3xarld 
would: have! ex6lajimed-:-, A; 


gainft Jt. NLaOfiin 70 has: 
:) Mans Nature is. very. PrQfte 
robe medling,with things be; 
yond:his Conjmiſſion, , which 
WTR7, B 3 has 


The \®%f, ach. 
hasprov'dithe:yety peſt an 
banedf Ohtiftianiry ;' for nor- 
withſtanding that | dreadfab 
piphibition Revs. 18719, 
68 adding t0;'161 thking from tus 
vrais nor Ewope full of pet- 
Sielbus Additions and | Sub- 
eraRiGns in theo Worſhip':of 


God; which 'aig"inipbled/as | 


exiallp lag if ent 

wittt's Divine: Chatadttr; 
though inthenfelvesno ocher 
that! (as|Ohriftchiniſelf calls 
them) he - Traditions: of men 1 
Mattby4 51:4: Tris adupesta» 
tivEihd deſperate piecerof ans 
dacity for-men to preſurneto 
mend any thing in the'Wor- 
ſhip df God ;"tor it ſupp6les 


the All-wiſe Law piver: capas : 


ble of ertot;and the attempter 
| wiler 
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The Preface. 
wiſer than his' Maker. - -And4 
if Soveraign': Princes and 
Worldly States be'ſo jealous 
of their Preragatives and re- 
{pective Rights; that-they will 
(co the;,utmoſt hazard): repel 
any Invader :- If men be'diſ- 
pleaſed: ro -have. their Laws 


undervalued by: the private 


Judgments of:thoſe who rar 
ther Interpretthan obey them: 
It the: Conqueſt of .an Enemy 


againſt; the Conwand of his ciryon; 


General,coft a Roman Gentle- 
man his life, though(his owh 
Father were the-Judge :-It the 


killing,of {a Lion xantrary £0 Briſton,de 


the Lays of the Kings Hunt: 
ing (thoygh.toreſeyertheKing 
him{e1f );colt a '-poor Perfran 
his Head:-If the Atchitect that 

oy B 4 brought 


Ther Preface. 
broughr-ot/the ſame {bur as | wit 
he” judged: a fitter): piece of | oW 
Tiwber than he" 'was- gom- || tru 
manded, toi is, Romwn Cohſub, | gtc 
| was rewarded with bdadle tha 
| *Levit.10. of; Rads.:: £ 1: X Niatab and no 
a Mbibu came td x Fragical end |- 5u 
| for-their prohibired)fervice, in | P! 
offering not the famechat was mM 
commanded:\; > bur” ſh ranve: fire th 
beforerhis Eoid';qburtthall | «& 


we ſay toſuch as npxorRir In- ſt 
:; Fentions.wmhiche Sacred! Tn- [ a 
; RirationsrandPrc {bripts ofithe | 

Gyeat utwronp S9v eraign ? | 

When :rtfetfafne perſon who-is | 


; to perform i1cthe Obedjence, 
* ſhall! dazeiro/ ' appornt - the 
Laws ?/Irplying a pcrempto- 
ry. purpoſe: pf no further ob- 
{ervance: 'than may-<confiſt 
{007d with 
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_ The Orefact. 
with':che "allowance | of his 
own Judgment # ': Whereas 
true 7Obedience-: muſt be 
grounded. on the Majeſty of 
that Power that '"Commantds, 
not on the Judgment, of the 
Subje&, . or beceſie of -:the 
Prelcript  propofed';\. nor {6 
much'from the "Qualiry of;rbb 
things Commanded;i as frond 
the'Auchority of fook thar:Ins 
ſtirures. 'Is not ſuck: a:Practzed 
an [Invaſion upon;Chriits Prez 

ative 2 Do not fuch.men 


. make themſelves (as it were) 


Joynt"'Authors of his. Qrdi+ 
nances3iAnd may.-it not be 
truly ſaid” thar: »whoever: Pra 
ices: any- Inſtitution other; 
wiſe! than as' wias Appointed 
by the FN \Law:gixer, 


does 


The Prefact: 

does not Honour the Ordinance, 
but an Idol of his own making 5 
Mixtures are uſeful- for two 
purpoſes; wiz. Either to 
flaken and abate ſome thing 
that is exceſſive, or to ſupply 
ſomething that is deficient: and 
fo all 7Jeterogeneons mixtpres 
do-plainly inrimare, ,either, a 
Vaciouſneſs to. be Corrected, 
or'/a Defect to be Supplyed. 
Now it is no leſs chan Blaſphe- 
my. "to: charge. either: of; theſe 
opon the Pure and Perfect 
Word of God, andany; Glot- 
ſesthartake away.or diminith 
the force of it, or human.T ra- 
ditions thatiargue any defect, 
are equally; \dangerous. and 
impious: Taftamp any thing 
of-a humane Original with; a 

t Divine 
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The Preface. 
DivieeCharater; arid father 
it upon God, 1s one' of the 
higheſt 1d/ moſt daring Pre- 
ſumptions the Pride/'of man 
can aſpire-unto, 'and is provi- 
ded again} by fpecial prohi- 
bitions and threarning, Det.” 
12.32. tfid18.'20:'Jer.26.2. 
Prov, 36. 6. AS may 
;:When' that' queſtion ſhall 
be askr, Who bath required this 
at your bands 2'Þ doubt it will 
be- no fuffitient plea 'to' fay, 


' Tharif we'llave'erred in any 


Pundtilio's of 'Divigei Truth, 
it: was for Peace afid: 'Unions 
fake , &+. For, Nomtlons of 
Peace are'td- be made hh 'received 
with the: loſs of- Truth :.© Nor 
may the Laws, Orders, 4nd 
Preſcriptions of Chrift be al- 
OY? tered, 


T'rej oth 
tered, Or; JT AFOARy! Ht 
tle, upon;any pretenca whats: 
ſoever, God having : "never! 
given any ſuch Prerogative to! 


mankind,,as to-þg:Ashicrators 


how heimay be beÞand moſt, 
decently;Worſipefc; 2-0/1 

Tr-is;;nor to! bet queſtioned 
bur all Proteſtants, ox a8y lober' 
impartial iPerſons,,; that hear 
any Reverence ta.\thc Divine] 
Majeſtyand, bis: bolys Word,, 
will readily.own; tp Genec| 
ral Theorigs, wy Sbighowe To. felf- 
evidencing, thatiþ dny gains 
lay themþhe doegatithe fame; 
time. ſtrike at -ahe Majeſty, 
Wiſdom, .and Authority, of 
GOD,: the moſ$ daring and 
deſperate 5 in; Ge 
World: > to enoif. 1 


"The Prefact. 


- Now this being "(asi it muſt 
*: granted, iz. | Thar no 
part of Gods Law, ot Wor- 
Hip, whether'we relpe& the 
Manner or Form, or. che Matter 
and Subſtance thereof, 'is to be 
Altered Wyichout the” -exprels 
Order: 4ng IDiretion-of' GOD 
Himſelf; Tt will le ad us to 4a 
Sober *FH quiry , Vbether the 
Opinion here exatinut be grounded 
upon the \T.aw'and Word of God. 
To do which, for Methods 


lake, 
Chap. 1. We will ſtate the Nue- 


Hoh, 

Chap. +. We will propoſe ſome 
Reaſons why Unbaptijed 
Wo may not be admit- 
ted tothe Lords Supper. 

Chap. 


 'Frefdce. 
Chap.:3. We will produce Jome 
Scripture - Demonſtrations 

to evidence that ſuch a Pra» |< 

fiice (viz.ſo to admit them) Lo 

is not Evangelical. ' Go 
Chap. 4+. We will ſhew that it ws (Br 
arainſt the Praftice and | *9 
udgment of all Chriſtians th 

that have owned Ordinan- N 

ces, for above Sixteen bun- I 


| dred Years. | c 
| | Chap: 5. We will Anſwer 0þ- | © 
I jetions. | ” 
| | tl 
In the proſecution of which » 


Heads, we ſhall labour to ſift v 
out "Truth Impartially, pro ole | { 
our own Judgment candidly | 
and plainly, without the leaft 
Reflection upon, or Prejudice 
to our Chriſtian Brethren that 


diſſent 


XUM 


Preface. 
diſſent from us in this Point, 
with whom and with all thar 
can own the Name of the 
Lord Jeſus according to his 
Goſpel, we delire to live in 
Brotherly Love and Chriſtian 
Society,and if we find our Bre- 
thren emertain any unſound 
Notion with reſpect to Goſpel 
Truths, we look upon it as our 
duty to endeavour to inform 
them of it, in a meek and ſober 
way;and if we fail of ſuccels, 


| thento leavethemrtothe Lord, 


who in his own due Seaſon 
will uncloud thoſe Sacred My- 
ſteries, which yer are hidden 
LO 2 great many. 

We are not willing to be 
Cenforious, nor arrogate that 
wiſdom to our felyes, as to 


think 


”e ace: | 
think that weare wiſerthari 6: 
thers,yer-in all Modefty we 
may be bold to affirm, that in 
| the point here handled, we have the 
(| Scriptures, and the concurrence of 
| *SeeCh. Fegl{Chriftians fromthe begimmg, 
= 4 ow _. ,....-1 4 : 
| ing. T0 this Are,on our fide ; whereas | __ 
|| the oppolite Opinion can cha- | _ 
| lenge bur -a few Favourites, 
and is of a very late Otiginal : 
which is not the main Reaſon 
| | brought here to oppoſe it,bue | 
| only ſerves for a Collateral E- þ 

A 


| vidence,t6 illuſtrate the Argu- 
ments propoſed from Scrip- 
ture, and to ſhevw 'that the 
eminent Profeſlors of, and Sut- 
terers for Chriſtianity have 
owned it, which is no ſlight | ,. 
Circumſtance to fober and 


conſidering Chriſtians | 4 
| CHAP: | Hh 


_nion; Wherein is proved, 
- That no- Unbaptized: Per- 
fon 1 may | be'R& ularly ad): 
; mired” ro: the: Ts 2 
BET: © "Fries "xp PO 


- 
IT EF REY > F C3 


CHAP.” ; 
The | Queſtion $ rated, 


of this Queſtt- 
on 1t. may be 
. neceſlary, to 
-examine how 
far we-di{a- 
d gree, & wher« 
IN We COncur 
with our. Diſſenting Brethren, 
becauſe that will Prevent much, 
needlets Diſcourſe, and leadus to 
debate the matter in Diſpute-on-. 
ry. : | By The 


2 


an Religion, are diſtinguiſhed b 

ew, vented by ther 
oppoſites, to know them by, as 
Prelatital, 'Predbjterian, Tnaepen- 
dant, Anabiptiſt, &c. And it were 
well if ſuch names were laid a- 
ſide, apd the Title of Chriſtian 
Brother reaſſumed, becauſe they 
agree in Fundamentals. Now of 
all theſe, our Controverſie in the 
Caſe in hand is only with ſome 
of the laſt, who are (though not 
rightly) called Anabaptiſts, As 
for the others,their avowed Prin. 
ciple is, To admit none into 
Church-Fellowſhip or Commu. 
nion, that are Unbaptized':: Yea 
fo politive are-the Papiſts, that 
they look upon all ſo far from be- 
mg qualified for Church Com- 
mnnion, till .they are Baptized, 
that they ſay they are all damn'd 
that die without it ; but we de- 
tive no Authority from their pra- 
ctice. The Church of Exgland 
| receives 


+ 'Fhe Profeſſors of the Chriſti. 


X UM 


(i). 

teccives. no Member into their 
Communion ' without Baptiſm, 
neither. do Preebyterians, Indepen- 
dasts, nor indeett any fort of Chri- 
tians that own Ordinances, - ad- 
mit any as & Chutch-Member 
without Baptiſm. We ſhall there- 
_ direRt _ Diſcourle by, our 

flenting Bretaren, of the Bap- 
tized way only, who reaſon thus, 
That there being mo Precept, Pre- 
frdent nor Example.in all the Stri- 
ptare, for our. .exciading our Holy 
Brethren that differ in this Point 
from ns, therefore we ought not to 
dare to do it. 

Now how unſafe, unſound, and 
of what pernicious Conſequence, 
ſuch a Poſition in its direct ten- 
dency is and has been, ſhall ap- 
pear in the Chapter of Objettions ; 
to which at preſent we refer— 
Only in general we ſay, That itby 
Precept, Preſident, or Example, 
is meant ſuch, in expreſs words, 


viz, {uch Texts of Scripture as 
C 3 Prohi- 


4} - 


prohibit" Pra&tices'by name amd 


circumſtance, then Popiſh Purga- 
tory: ; - and *Moftkerf and':ten 
thou 

Ror . Owen well Nays , may: be 
made Lawtul by this Argument; 


there being -not 4ii-expreſpoword 


1 Scripture that prohibits. thoſe 
things by their-Very: name, 'be- 
cauſe not then in being. / If itbe 
meant what ntay be" inferred''y 
divett and: plain- conſequence in the 
true Logical Notion of it; with- 
out Sophiſtry or Quibble; I am ſa- 
tished we can produce, Precepr, 
Preſident, and Example, tha .it 
15 our Duty to: withdraw from 
diforderly Walkers: : And:/onr 
Difſenting Brethren 'grant; that 
the Adminiſtration of Baptifin; 
by Rarntiſm or Sprinkling: inIn- 
fancy 1s diſorderly, ' as' being: a 


Practice witHont Example'::6r | 


Conſequent Warrant fratn Scrt- 
pture; and Adminiſtred to a'Sub- 
ect not- capabls,or'qualified to re- 

| celve: 


nd other® things', as. Do- 


Py ** 


celye . 5=E nor in an orderly 


os) 


All= 
9 theres it is fo itch 


ul, that they 
d blame ue or 


6. Comma 


ner. 
the. More wonde 
boye.. any, {hgh 
—_— Ii So 
d,;2. 1heſ]. ll: 6+..VIZ, 
o-_ et Ig rethren,"1 $ - 
name Of. ..0uT Wires elſus EC writ, 
that*yr e "withdraw 10 © ſelves: 1032 
every Poles that, walks dij Order 
ly,and ws after the Traditionwhic 
e recerved..o : 5. -Which 
Pigs, of (the; NET = 
gnatyis not only Doftring 
Re Sos 7M ſ ore 0 
A Cagend, 2% The! 
Tarn, 7 


gz in Mori 5; "but : ie 
uE ere corry tin Do Tine, 
or RfoHaer p 

Foorrer GT2YOns, 2 
a- wolation of G 
AS RNS to ;Hoj as. 2s ng 


morality 


PA 2) kan ' x] 
Thy ma%.- 
mv, KC. 


(6) 


morality, which muſt be granted; | 


or elſe there js no Authority 
giyet to the Church | to' deal 
with Members of corragpt Princi- 
ples, fc, 6 I | NE 

') Now this Command being Gee 
eral, includes all diſorders of any 
kind, in Manners, Dottrine, of 

Prattice, and is a f ufficient. War- 
rant (were there no more) for our 
Obedience, to exclude ſuch as diſ- 
orderly pratice the Ordinance of 
Baptiſm, from. our immediate 
Communion at the Loxds Table, 
though nor from our Love ny 
AﬀeCtion, for we hope they wal 
according to their Light, and the 
Error being nor ſo fundamental as 
to (adanger their Eternal ftate,we 

eſteem them ' Chriſtian Brethren 

and Saints, for whoſe further il- 

Jumination we, dayly put yp our 

FR... 

\ But in regard we are convinced 
(1.) Thatit is the Duty of all Be- 
liversto be Baptized jg Water up: 

on 


XUM 


(z) 


j on Confeffionof their Faith, &-;, 


(2) rags x _— as to 
_ . (3) That ſach 'as 
PraQti er deviate from' 
the 'Rule of the Goſpel; 'atid 
the Precedents Recorded there. 
(4-) That ſuch a Deviation is in 
it ſelf diſorderly, and in the Con- 


enerate Members into 


ſequence 
che Star &e. We conceive 
our ſelves bound by the indifh n- 
fable Rule of our , py bear 
our Teſtimpny againſt ſuch a Pra- 
Etice, and in the moſt Healing 
manner we can, to diſcharge our 
ſelves from being countenancers, 
or abettors of it, which we can 
do no other way {unleſs they will 
be reclaimed) then by withdraw- 
ing from thoſe diforders ; after 
the Example of the Primzr:ive 
Saints, of the Ancient W, aldenſoe, 
our Modern Reformers,8c. (5.)We 
are ſatisfied that we are guilty of 


no S:hiſm in that particular, for 
C 4 we 


COF 
we RN 09h go any an DALY 
SEE. 


i 
CHA > <7.35 We agree, GIN re 


Sangor agreds we dare rpebut 

: 6 og Command, before-- Sh 
te oak p:expole our {el Veg 
Pr ; 


ingonyeniencies by/it 

eaſt reg Pa Prom Þ / 
C24 

ih Et 


7. 


d mor ans 
I BY "ora ouſly ear 
OUT, i Trey 2þq. rgUments, An 
then judge. -:... 


The farther proſecution of, ae 
matter. 1s TE ferred, £0. its. pr: Per 
Head : And”. Fer ercfore we Thall 

ropoſe to con gegation Tr Ro 
POW wg Inquiry VIZ, 


Naſon W. UE Pe rong. Un 
baptized may Regularly be ad- 
ood to the Communiqn of 

Re Lords Supper ? 


oO OC! 
' 


T9 


XUM 


XUM 


'(9) 


'To obviate a Cavil, which 


may” be-made;" the Reader” may 
; 


erſtand rthqe under the term 


[Unbaptized] we comprehend all 


prior that: either .were. never 

tized. at. all, or ſugh-.as. have 
—_ (as they call it) Chriſtzed. or 
Baptized (more properly Sprink- 
ed) in Sen ng oy 


gthren. with 


we hay a., look, gp 
way toby tely. 5 ap id, and 
ſo.no bares (ale, they "would 
not be. Fartagd th "IE yes) 'and 
capſequendy:eftcem all all fach: as 
Unb 6 thag we-need not 
Prove Whatbo granted, 4apd ſhall 
therefore. Proceed. to examine the 
eng gn: the log: Chap: | 
EE 


” 
. n £6 +: » _ 
4 " ws - Vw > - 
, M 4 ' 
C* — ky 6 4s 
. Þ j | z L v 4, 
% _ % 
© HH « £ % 
obo: FA 2 
T5 Iv 
Pd 


(10) 


— Me 


| CHAP. n ay 


Reaſons w Unhagticed Members 
EE not be admitted to the Lords 


ONs 
=, TIE: 

on of the Sup 4 
is denied from theſe Reaſons : 4h 

1. Becauſe this Opinion tends 
to deſtroy the Nature, Ends, and 
Uſes of theſe Goſpel Ordinan- 
ces. The nature > "Baptiſm is 
Spiritual, when ri dy A Adminj- 
ftred : Was it not ſybmitted untg 
by the Primitive Chriſtians ? Was 
it not the firſt AR done by them, 
after their Converſion? AZ. 2. 
41, 42. Whereby they became 
viſible Profeſſors of the Goſpel of 
Truth, which figured their Death, 
Burial, and ReſurreQion with 
Chriſt. Rom. 6. 4. Col. 2.12, 


Is 


(11) 
Is it not an Inſtitution ap with 
as Divine a Chara as Sa» 


_ [6redaSanQion as 1 Scripture? 


- [All Nations taught, being to re- 


Cried + RN PR ing. of rene 
uratjon with Pr Ns vant bÞ 


| ted to by Chriſt } 


X UM 


he enivd'y n his Publick Mi Mini- 

ftry (which is the moſt Illuftri- 

PUS Example in the World)  wit- 

ne unto by the Renowned 
orthies of all Ages. 

Now that this Qrdinance,bein 
of that quality , enforced by 1o 
great Anthority, ſubmitred to by- 

uch Examples , and ſerving for 
ſuch gracious ends, (as to be the 
Symbol 'af Regeneration, in 
which 2 Behever 1s made a Parta- 
ker of thoſe Divine Conveyances, 
thoſe communications ' of Grace, 


_ and increaſingsof Faith , promiſeg 


by the Lord © Jeſus to his ſincere 
Stlowens, ) ſhould be put in qan- 
ger of being quite abolifht, þnd 
the praCtiſe loft by an unſea! are 

c 


yang 


ble and,,miſtaken' ap ſees png on, 
and that by { ſuch ONS.. 45: OWN 
Baptiſin to be as Rn repreſented, 
isA matter fomethin ſtrange, a 
tis. to be feared, wilt prove 1n the 
conſe ales of ill EE, Not ONs 
ly. A but the ſucceeding Ges 
neration;: # they that, Eſpouſe 1g 
ſhould go Jroule 9 propagate this 
Prigcip : revent bees, 
if it ma Fe, the Divine Wi 
to bleſs Vile lines) was the on! 
£nd of this Effay, and that purely 
'out of the Zeal 7 have.to reſerve 
{.as much as inme lies) the Ordi- 
nances 11 their purity,as they were 
delivered to be friſt ; for we 
Il know, what a TE trouble and 
rd the Reformers; (and indeed 
many that arcalive at prefent)hag 
'toReſcr, this,as well other. Truths 
and O 1nances, fromthe. Ridicy- 
Tous Adgitipns of Sanguinary, Per- 
Tecuting, PN Sniſts Rr whoſe 
TEL it grogned':*for ging 
Ages. "m4 ts 
h To 


| (13) 
70n 1 Toenforce what is'ſaid; I ſhall 
? ie | 
zwnl endeavour to ſhew here ſorae .of 
teg | the ul TING ok -thi $Opi- 
21:31 nion,and\the {mall reaſon'ourBre- 
thef| thre haveto propagate if}, though 
on; I! ftill reſerve much to: the: Chap- 
5.21 ter of ObjeQtions, where:their Rea- 
ſons will be more largly -reply'd 


if to, i To 
us - 7:1. This' Opinion has a dire& 
i tendency to invalidate, or indeed; 
i _ throw out of doors; and 
4 iſcontinue' the uſe of aFounda- 
/6 | fon Ordinance,or Principle of the 
7 | Goſpel of Chriſt, Heb..6. 2. ' For 
e | # Unbaprtized Perſons may be ad- 
e | mitted to all Church Priviledges, 
3 | does not ſuch a praftice plainly 
1 | fuppoſethatit is unneceſſary ? for | 
1 | to what purpoſe is it tobe Baptt: g,;-4 je 
. | zed (may one' Reaſon with hims per plure 
ſelf) if he may enjoy all Church = = 
Priviledges without'it? The Baps 5 ;r.yora. 
fiſts | (it once ſuch a belief pre- 
| vails)) would be eaſily tempted to . 
iy aſide that reproathed'PraCtics, 

( which 


X UM 


(14) 
(which Envious Men have' un- 


2nd'M 


derided and aſperſed, ) offily, Re 


__ that is Baptized, and 
| 7, that is | 
challenge their Church Commue 


nion by vertue of their Faith only ; 
and ſuch'as Baptize Infants would 
be ſatisfied to diſcontinue the 
ice, when once they are per- 
ſwaded, that their Children may 
be Regular Church-Members 
without 1t ; for if it be ſuperflu- 
ous, diſcreet and” thrifi le 
would willingly be tid ofthe trou- 
ble of Chriſtning-Feaſts, (as they 
call them) and all the appurtenan- 
ces thereto belonging : ſo that in a 
_ time we _ m_ pes 
old nor young baptized, and b 
uence MM likely wt 
tion to loſe one of the Sacraments, 
which would eaſily make way for 
the loſs of the other, both having 
an equal Sanfion in Scripture ; 
and the Arguments that diſanul 
the one, will deſtroy the other , 
and conſequently a — 
an 


mace 


1n-Jand:Modes 


OF 


Us 


—_ —- CESS 


ly, Religion itſelf. For if a thing 
y commanded, and 


e man will con- 
clude, that *ris all one, whether he 
takes or leaves it, and will, if he 
_ chooſe, —— ir, ſince 
the taking it up, is ſomthing trou- 
bleforne and 4 no uſe, (as is 
ſuppoſed). which begets an O- 
pinion ,-'- That Chriſts Laws 
may be diſpens*d withal by men, 
and ſo lefſens that Reverence and 
Eſteem which perſons ought to 
have for Chriſt : and when ſuch 
do once make a Breach in thofe 


ſeq yn upones un- 


| Boundaries & Limits, which the 


are enjoyned not to paſs, they ſel- 
dom bo: in that —_— Ca- 
reer till they run beyond all Reli- 
gion into Abheiſin, or pretended 
Enthuſiaſm. So that [at beſt) 
this Opinion. tends ro encourage 
perſons in the neglect or con- 
tempt of Religious Duty, or to 


the 


10J:: YO: 
the loſs: thereof: quiteoand.cleang: 
which 1s,; no leſs, than to be, not! 
only an Acceflaty, but (an aigreat» 
meaſure) the Cauſe of thit ſin. | || the" 
- 2. + This; Opinion .giyes; up2ar || t/4t 
Cauſe and. Fruth that :has been» Þ is, t 
by judicious-Pens'well Deftgnded: || the: 
both from Scripture and Antiqui-+ || ( th 
ty , . and which theſe Brethren | by 
1emſelves'are convinced tobea: | the 
Goſpel Truth: for if it be once: || dy 
admitted-that it is-nat neceſſary, * we 
to _Church-Communon;, every, | 
Man of::fence will infer,, That: our Cl 


contentions. fot it were friyolous,, ME Ba 
aur, Separation Schiſmapical, and. KB ve 
- qur- Suffeting. the - Penalties. of. Þ fz 
Humane Laws; foohkfh :-and con- KB F 


ſ{cquently, we ſhall be expoſed to. Þ at 
the. Reproaches of ſuch :as are; | 5; 


(without this advantage) ready. Þ iu 
enough to Revile and Perſecute: | t 
6 6s; nlgits. x 
. 3- This Opinionperverts or ra- ] 
ther de{troys Order :& flatly con- 


tradicts the PraGtice'of the Primi- 
tive 


| (17) , 
tive- Chriſtians ; -It is ſaid, AF 2: 
41. Then they that gladly recerved 
his Word were Baptized. Here is 
the Tight Goſpel Order, Firſt, hep 
that gladly received the Word; that 
is, they that believed, and no 0- 
ther, were. immediately Baptiſed, 
( thatit was immediately, appears 
by the Adverb thez) which was 
the ſecond Work, and the ſame 
day ( viz. after they believed and 
were Baptized) there were added 
unto them, ( that 1s, received into 
Church-Fellowſhip, by Faith and 
Baptiſm )aboutT hree thouſand Souls. 
ver. 42. And they continued ſtead- 
faſtly in .the Apoſtles Doftrine and 
Fellowſhip(that.1s tn the ſame Faith 
and Communion,) and in breat- 
ing of Bread and Prayers (that 1s 
in the enjoyment and Adminiſtra- 
tion of Church Ordinances :.) Is. 
not here-:a:. famous Inſtance or 
Preſident of their Praftice, which 
anſwers thoſe frequent and unde- 
cent Clamours of ſuch, who _ 
D or 


(18) 


for Scripture to juſtifie the Excluſt- Wal 
| 07 -f 2ur holy Brethrews that have | 1. 
| #2 Ther 20t been ſo Baptized. * Whereas in' | fon 


| 


| 36, the fore-going Pages, there is a || ofa 
| Scripture cited, That juſtifies our || ftta 
| withdrawing from' diſorderly || and 
| walkers; and ſuch as make this | as \ 
Out-cry own the praCtices of In- || of 


| fant Baptiſm in'that particular to D1 

| be ſuch, and therefore our Sepa- It. 
ration for that Reaſon (purſuant ; 
to that Expreſs Command ) 11 


| lawful ; which they muſt grant , | fel 
or deny Infant Baptiſm to be diſ= || W 


orderly ; or elſe muſt ſay, that }} D 
there be ſome diſorderly walkers, | y* 
that we may and ought to have || 2 


_— po wenegngns 
— 
mm rr pl nn te 


Communion with, notwithſtand- } ' 
ing that ſolemn Prohibition of it, J} tl 
| 2"Theſſ. 3.6; OS | ( t 
| And whereas it is ſaid, That J ( 
Baptiſm was never Ordained of S 
God to be a Wall of Diviſion, be- | 
tween the holy, and the holy ; | 
the holy that are, and the holy Þ» 
eat 2fe not £ Baptized with 
Wates; - 


, . COPY 
Water, as we, It 1s Anſwered; - 
- 3. The Phraſe | Wall of Divi-, 
fon} is ambiguous ; If it be meant. 
of a total Exclufion of other Chri- 
ittans from our Love, Charity, - 
and Chriſtian-Communion,as far 
as we agree ; we do nbt look up- 
on Baptiſm to be ſuch a Walt of 
Divifion,neither do we {o prattice 
it, | 2», 
2. If it be meant, of an Exclud-. 
ing trom immediate Church- 
tellowthip, although we meet not 
with this Phraſe, [ v/z. Wall of 
Diviſion ] in thoſe very words, 
yet we find what 1s equivalent in 
2 Theſſ. 3.6. and ſeveral other 
Texts : and- it is remarkable, that 
the Word Tranllated * diſorderly, * rx (G- 
IS a met aphor borrowed from the. ex priv. 
Cuſtom of. War, wherein every 2 "_ 
Souldier hath his Station aſſigned ts 
him,from which,when he ſwerves, inord:n- 
he becomes diſorderly, which the —__ bo 
Apoſtle Elegantly uſes, 'to denote, of Ocder. 
That every Chriſtian is a Souldi. 
| D 2 bY 


(20) 


er that's Liſted under the Banner 


of Chriſt, and muſt keep his ex- 
a& Station appointed him, with- 
out the leaſt inclining to the right 
or left hand, backward or tor- 
ward, without the Word of Com- 
mand. Beza upon the place tells 
us, that Livizs was wont to uſe 
this word of Soldiers, that kept not 
their Station : And Stephanus calls 


thoſe Souldiers by this Name;who- 
are diſorderly. From this ' Em 


phaſis of the word,we may gather, ' 
That if Military Commanders ex- 

pect a punctual and regular Obe- 
dience from their Soldiers ; and 

teverely puniſh ſuch as break their 

Array,or quit their Stations ; The 
.ora (who is a Jealous God with 
reſpect to his Worſhip, and poli- 
tive Inſtitutions) will call any,that 
preſume to break the Order C has 
preſcribed, to a ſevere account, as 
hath been, and ſhall be further de- 

monſtrated. 

3- This-Aﬀertion reaches any 
other 


XUM 


('21;) 
other Goſpel-Ordinance,as well as 
Baptiſm : For if it ſhould be ſaid, 
That the Supper was never Or- 
dained of God to be a Wall of 
Diviftion between the. Holy::and 
the Holy, that do not ſo receive 
it as we, it will as rationally fol- 
low with reſpeCt to this, as well 
as Baptiſm, that we ſhould not 
exclude a perſon that doubts it, 
or poſitively aflerts it to be need- 

leſs, from our Communion, which 

may be likewiſe ſaid of any 

Church-Ordinance whatſoever ; - 
and conſequently, the . Rule of 

.Communion mult not be what we 
find written, but the Sanctity of 
the Party (whether pretended or 
real ) that propoſes himſelf as a 
Member. For I would ask thoſe 
that pretend tenderneſs, and for 
that cauſe admit Perſons to-the 
Lords Supper that are Unbaptized, 

that if any perſon ſhould deſire 

to joyn to a Church, and yet de- 
clares, he wants Light to practice 

D 3 the 
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(22) 
the Ordinance-of the Supper, . but 
Jn other things would be of their 
.'Communion,whether they wauld 
;admit 'him upon thoſe terms , he 
wanting Light in that Ordinance 
.of Chriſt wherein the Communi- 
-on of the Church -doth chiefly 


iconlift? If they would ' admit 


*hir,they open ſo wide a gap, that 
om fag mea upon the lke pre- 
-tence may be *— a with, and 
two or three, yea all, as well as 
'one, may be Caſhier*d,and Church- 
'0rder may be quite turned to an 
Azarchy. If they would not ad- 
mit a perſon upon the ſaid terms, 
then *t1s neceſſary to produce ſome 
Divine Law that makes the S»p- 
per more Eftential than Bapri/zn, 
or elſe the praCttice can never be 
juſtified. But that noſuch Autho- 
Tity can be fhewn, is undenyable ; 
for.that Eivine Law that Ordain- 
ed the Szpper, did alſo Eftabliſh 
Baptiſm. It it be ſaid, Mat. 26. 
20. Jak-2319. rCor. 
24, 


Wes 
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24.T gkeeatethis is my Body. This do 
in Remembrance of me, &Cc. It is al- 
ſo {aid, Matt. 28.19. Go teach all Na- 
tions Baptizing them in the Name of 
the Father, and of the Son and holy 
Ghoſt. At.2.38. Repent & be Bapti- 
zed.euery one of you for the Remiſſioxn 
of Sius,&c. AQt.22.16. Ariſe and be 
Baptized,er waſh away thy Sins, &C. 
Do the former Scriptures Inſti- 
tute the Supper, and Command 
its conſtant Obſervation ? The /at- 
ter do as well Inſtitute B:pti/m, 
and Command its conſtant Obſer- 
vation, the very fame SanCtion, 
the ſame Spirit, with equal Au- 
thority Eſtabliſhes both, giving 
Baptiſm precedoncy in order of 
ime, as being the Sacrament of 
the Spiritual Birth, and the other 
of Spiritual MNoxriſhmeat and 
Growth; and furely there is as 
much need of being New Bory,, as 
being Spiritually fed, that being 
of abſolute neceſhty with reſpett 
to priority, in order to this. 
yy by Did 


(24) 
Did Chriſt himſelf Celebrate 
this Supper, as before? Why the 
:fame Lord Feſ#s before he entred 
upon his Publick Miniſtry, was 
Baptized, Matt.. 3. 16, 17. And 
"Jeſus when he was Baptized, went 
up ftraight-vay out of the Water : 
.and lo the Heavens were opened to 
him, and he ſaw the Spirit of God 
aeſcending like a Dove, and light- 
i#z upon him; ſayings, This is ty 
beloved Son, in whom I an well plea- 
fed. Here the whole Trinity ap- 
pears, the Father by a Voice, the 
S2z 10 his Body,and the: Holy Ghoſt 
like a-Dove: All Three make the 
Triumph, -and Ratifie the Afﬀair ; 
never was any Ordinance graced 
with ſuch a Preſence, nor .made 
Authentick by a more 1lluſtrious 
Example. DE 
Does the Supper jhew forth the 
Lords Death till he come ? 1 Cor- 
11.26. So P2ptiſm is a lively ſym- 
»ol of. the Death, Burial, and Re- 
{arreciios of Chriit, Rom, 6.4. 
CA T3< Does 


Do 
Suppe! 
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(25) 
Does Examination 0 before the 
_— 1 Cor. 11. 28. So Faith 
and Repentance , the twq great 
Goſpel Graces, with Confeſſion 
of 1ins, are neceſſary Antecedents 
to Baptiſm, Ac. 2. 38. Ad. 8.37. 
and all theſe are altogether as ne- 
ceſlary before the Supper. 
; Is 1t ſaid John 6, 54. Whoſo 
eateth my fleſh and drinketh my 
blood, hath eternal life ? &c. So it 
is ſaid -Mark 26.16: He that be- 
lieveth and is baptized ſhall be ſa- 
ved, &c. 1 Pet. 3. 21, The like 
feure whereunto, even Baptiſm 
aoth alſo' now ſave us, (not the 


po away the filth of the fleſh, * mp 
but the * ſtipulation (or anſwer) of Geroulatio 
y | 


a good Conſcience toward God, 

the Reſurrettion of Jeſus Chriſt. 
As the Supper 15 a Spiritual parti- 
cipation of the Body and Blood of 


"Chriſt by Faith , and ſo (not 


meerly by the work done) 1s a 
means of Salvation; ſo Baptiſm 
Signs and Seals our Salvation ro 


ny, 


; (26) 
us, which lies in 7 «ahi and is (ig! 
diſcharge of- ſin, &c. Wrialw 
By this brief Paralle/ we may 7ivg « 
ſee thar Baptiſm is not only ory jjpnif 
dained and ratified by the greatſ| our | 
 Law-glver, as well as the Sup 22.1 
. per, but that it is dignified with} ;Chr 
as Spiritual Encominms as any him 
"Goſpel Ordinance can be; and iff 4ife, 
the advantage inclines to either of {titr 
them, it isevident that the Newſ| Jeſi 

. Teſtament more frequently men-} yer 

. tions the Command and Practice} 1s b 
of Baptiſm than of the Supper : | Aci 
for beſides the Great Commiſſion, | 16, 
Matth.28.19. Mark 16.15, 16. &c. | ap' 
you have frequent Precepts and | Ba 
Examples of 1t. Act. 2. 38. A. 8. in 
38. Ad.g. 18. Ad. 10.48. Ad. fr 

. 16. 15,33. Ad. 18. 8. &s. Nei-{| ea 


ther do we find any one Ordi- | 3} 

nance of the New Teſtament ſo | þ 

made uſe of by the Apoſtle to in- 4 

cite Chriſtians to dye to ſin and 

live to God, as this Grdinance 1 

of Baptiſm, being that which 
1s 
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(27) , 
? ang is {ignified thereby is called a Bu- 
Teal with Chriſt, Rom. 6.4. A put= 
Wing on of Chriſt, Gal. 3. 27. The 
fienification of the waſhing away of 
Tealf our ſins by the blood of Chrift, Att. 
UPY 22.15. Thathaving an intereſt in 
1th Chriſt, and being 'buryed with 
any him, We may walk in newneſs of 
I if life, &c. Whereas beſides the In- 
of ſtitution. of the Lords' Supper by 
-Wi Jeſus Chriſt, inſtanced by the ſer 
-0-f veral Evangeliſts, that Ordinance 
Cel 15 but four times mentioned, v:z. 
"ej Ad. 2.42. Adﬀ.20.9; 1'Cor. 10. 
D, | 16.and 11.23. By all which it 
c. | appears that the Ordinance of 
d Baptiſm, as it has the Precedency 
1n point of Order, fo it is more 
frequently mentioned, and more 
- | carneitly inculcated, than the 0- 
- | #her, & therefore the 0b/zgatioz to 
preſerve it, as Delivered by Chriſt 
and bis Apoſtles,is indiſpenſable. 

4. In regard it is granted by ſuch 
as hold the opinion here argued 
again{t, that Baptiſm and the Sup- 
| | per, 
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per, &c. are + ener Inſtitutions 
Tt will unavoidably follow, tha 
-all the Force and Authority they 
have upon the Conſcience in 
point of Practice, is to be derived 
trom the plain expreſs Law and 
Word of God, which made them 
Ordinances; from whence only 
we are to ſeek both a Warrant 
for, andthe Method and manner 
of Prattiſing them.- The Dire- 
ction given to Moſes was, See that 
thou make ALL things according 
\ to the PATTERN ſhewed thee in 
the Mount, "Heb, $. 5. Exod. 25.9. 
to4o. And no leſs exatt are Chri- 
{tians to be in the Adminiſtration 
of Goſpel Ordinances; fince to 
deviate from the: expreſs Rule, is 
hranded with the odions Title of 
Will-Worjhip, and humane T radi. 
F103. ENS, 
 AllSound and Orthodox Wri- 
ters with one mind agree (and 
meer Reaſon teaches it ) that 
where a Rzle and expreſs Lv is 


pre- 


preſcr! 
ſcriptu 
on of 1 
the O 
tion, 

PraCt 
and { 
Bapt1 
walk 
Brea] 
whic 
ceſſit 
wha 
for 
that 
n1OT 
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(29) 
preſcribed to men, that very Pre- 
{cription, 1s an expreſs prohibiti- - 
on of the contrary : Here we have 
the Order of. Goſpel Adminiſtra- a&.2. 8; 
tion, not only, Commanded, but to 42. 
PraCtiſed. Firſt they Preached ; 
and ſuchas were Converted, were 
Baptized ; ſuch as were Baptized, 
walkt.in Church-Fellowſhip, &c. 
Breaking of Bread and Prayers ; 
which being 1ſo expreſs, what ne- 
ceſſity is 'there to be wiſe above 
what is written, and to clamour 
for Precept or : Example, to prove: 
that Baptiſm is a bar to Commu- 
nion, fince we read eyery where, 
(where Goſpel order is ſet down,) 
that all ſuch as were received, 
were firſt Baptized ; and not ene 
| inſtance in the whole Bible, that 
| any were received without. it. 


"WF. TEES —_—_— 9, 


Nor is it rational to think that 
any were. admitted to Church- 
Fellowſhip any other way, unleſs 
4 we will ſay that theſe politive 
Precepts were calculated for _ 

only, 


X UM 


| 


"0 (JoY | 


only, and not for all Chriftians,: 
which is not only abſurd, but ar | 


oainft the'very Letter ofthe Scrr. 


 pture, Ma#th.28. 19. Teach all Na- 
tions Baptizing them, that is eve- 


ry individual that gladly. receives 
the Word if every Natton : T ake 


Eat, &c. Drink ye all of it, Matth. . 


26. 26. &c. That 15,every indivi- 
dual Member, of the - Church. 


Which Interpretation muft needs, 
ſand,until the Maintainers of this 


new Opinion can affign to what 


fort of Chriſtians thefe Divine. 


Precepts are obligatory, and to 
what ſort they ,are not ; a thing. 
1mpoſſible to be made out. Which 
Iſhall ſhut up.in the words of Mr. 
Coxe, in his late Diſcourſe of” the 
Covenants,page 131. In matters of 
Poſitive Right ( faith he ) we car 
bave n0 warrant for our prattice,bat 
from a Poſitive Precept : for things 
of this kind fall. not within the 
compaſs of Common Light, or ge- 
eral Principles of Natural Rel. 
gion; 


gion; 


apart! 
dent \ 
theref 


ricd 


\ kt aid 


: v70n : but have their Original from 
| aparticular,diftinQ, and iridepen- 


dent Will of the Law-giver. An 
therefore Fhferences oil? upon Ge- 
eral Notions may ſoon lead ns into 
miſtakes abont them ; if upon ſuch 
inferences we Form a Rule 7o our 
ſelves of larger extent thaz the ex- 
preſs words of the Inſtitution do: 
warrant. Which as it 15a ſound 
and excellent Truth, quite over- 
throws this praCtice of admitting 
Unbaptized perſons to the Com- 
munion of the Lords Supper, 


warrrant it.: and therefore is que- h 
ried how this their Opinion canbe ' 
conſiitent, or reconciled with 
theſe expreſſions ? 

To conclude : The ends and uſes 
of Baptiſm being (1.) To repre- 
ſent to the Eye and Underſtanding 
by a viſible ſign or figure what hath 
beenPreacht to the Ear and Heart. 
(2.) To witneſs Repentance , 
Matth. 3.6, 11. A. 2,35, Hark 


k4- 


there being no poſitive Precept to Quere 


: a= } ( 3 Z ) 
r. 4. (3.).. To:evidence Regene- 


ration; called in-alluſion to it the 


waſhing of Regeneration, 1 z#.3.5. 
A being born of the Water and 
the Spirit, Fob: 3.5.(4,) A Symbol 
of our dying unto ſin, and living 
again to Chriſtian newnels of life, 
Rom. 6.4. Col, 2.12... It is 
therefore an Ordinance of. very 
great ſignificancy, and ſuch as go 


about to lay itaſide, (as this Opt- 

nion 1n its tendency and Conſe. , 
uence muſt needs do) deſerve no {5 

thanks from the Churches of 


Chriſt , who have experienced 
much of the Lords preſence in its, 


Regular and Orderly Adminiſti > | 


£10N. 


CHAP. III. | 


ohews that this Praftice of ad- 
mitting Unbaptized Perſons to 
the Lords Supper, is againſt 
Scripture. 


O Demonſtrate this Trutfi 
we ſhall add ſome further 
entorcements from that Text be- 
fore-mentioned, v7z. 1 Cor. 11. 2. 
Now I praiſe you Brethren, that yes .,_ 
remember me in all things, and keep as. © 
the * Ordinantes as I delivered them ps an 
unto YOu. FD : —_— 
The Apoſtle having in the fore- Com- 
going Chapter; verſe 14. exhor- _ 
ted them to fly from Idolatry, an Ordi- 
ſhewing the great danger of mix- nance, R- 
tire in the Worſhip of God, in ,.,..,4.; 
verſe 22. brings them to conſider rences,and 
the danger; Do we provoke the 0,26 
epts. - 
E Lord Montans: 


"WF 


 # mga 
' Aww dd t= 
| ram, vel 


ad emu- 


| landi ftu- 


dium pro- 
voco, To 
provoke 
to wrath 
or jealou- 
fie. 


ſtronger than he? And ver. 23. 


On Os ECD Een ent edn — 


Lord to * jealouſe? Are we 


to prevent all miſtakes ſheweth 
that in things of an indifferent 
Nature,there mightbealawtfuluſe 
of them provided therein all oc- 
calion of offence were avoided. 
And elſewhere (viz. Rom. 14.) 
he Treats largely of the duty of 
Saints to bear one with another, 
and not to with draw their Love 
and - AﬀeQions from each other, 
where the matter of difference 
lay only in ſuch things, as -1n 
themſelves had no relation to the 
Worſhip of God. 

In the beginning of this Chap- 
ter he exhorts them to be fol- 
lowers of him as he was of Chriſt, 
by which he informs them that 
no mans Prattiſe or Example 
ought to be any further followed 
than they follow Chriſt. 

In the Text he commends them 
for their care in keeping the Ordi- 
Bances of Chrilt pure, both with 
reſpect 
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(35 
reſpett to matter and form, as ap- 
pears by the Phraſe ['as they were 
delivered nnto you] from whence 
we may obſerve, 

That it isa PraCtiſe praife worth 
for the Churches of Jeſus Chrift 
to preſerve and keep the Ordinan- 
ces of Chrift, as they have been 
delivered by Chrift and his Apo- 
{tles to them. becauſe, 
| I. Ve hereby advance the 
Wiſdom of Jeſus Chriſt, who 
hath in his Houſe ordered all 
things ſo, to the effeRing of thoſe 
ends for which he hath appointed 
them, that there is no neceſſity of 
mans Additions, either with re- 
ſpect to the matter of them, or 
the Order and Method in which 
they are diſpoſed. Now the 
Church of Chriſt is his Houſe, 
and his Wiſdom ſhines greatly, 
not only in the Food he hath pro- 
vided for them, but in the way 
by which they receive it from 
him, there being nothing that 

E 2 1n- 


(36) 


intrencheth more u n the Wiſ- 


dom of God, than that (when he 
hath preſcribed a method in his 
Word; men ſhould preſume to al- 
ter or change the ſame ; it being a 
much greater ſin than the bare O- 
miſſion of any Duty, for by our O- 
miſſions we ſhew only our weak- 
neſs and ſhortneſs of what we 
ſhould know and do ; but by Ad- 


ditions, we caſt a blemifh upon the - 


Wiſdom of Chriſt, as if we were 
wiſer to order things than he. 
That which occaſioned ſo great 
an aſtoniſhment in the Queen of 
Sheba, 1 Rings 10.4,5,8. Was the 
obſervation of the Order of So/o- 
mons Houſe, which made her ad- 
mire his Wiſdom. And ſurely 


the Wiſdom of Chriſt is very 


eminently ſeen in the Order 
wherein the Ordinances of his 


ITouſe ought to be Practiſed, The 


Apoſtle,Co/.2. 5. Rejoyced to be- 
hold not only the ſtedfaſtneſs of 


their Faith, but their Order alſo' 


hon © 
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Chriſt are given by him to his 
people as a Truſt, and therefore 


great care and fidelity muſt be 


uſed to keep them as they were 
delivered by him : For as in Hu- 


mane Afﬀairs, the exa&t conſcien- 


: tious and upright management of 
a Truft, is a certain note of the 
Integrity and Honeſty of the Tru- 
ſtee, ſo the violation of it is a 
high breach and violation of Sin- 
; cerity and Faithfulneſs. Hence 

the ah ap ſo earneſtly exhorts 
# Timothy to keep that which was 


ſelf, (of which this Holy Ordi- 
nance 1s a part) 1s ſaid to be com- 
F mitted to-the Apoſtles Truſt, 
; 1 Tim1.11. And ſd it is indeed 
committed to the Care and Truſt 
of all True Churches of Chriſt, 
who are to beaccountable for it, 
to the Great Lord and Author 


E 3 of 


ja the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, 
2. Becaule the Ordinances of 


committed to his truſt, * 2 Tim. 6. * meas 
20. Yea, the glorious Goſpel it 1=2»1ar 


thing de- 
poſited, © 
credited tc 
ones faith 
fulneſs.and 
truſt. 
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of it the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, &c, | 


3. Becauſe it preſerves the 
Beauty of the Houſe of Gol : 
For whatſoever 15 preſcribed by 
the Lord Jeſus, with reſpect to 
his Worſhip, is full of Beauty, 
Harmony, and Order, every 
thing anſwering its reſpective 
end, and what 1s (1gnified there- 
by : and as Grace ſhines in its 
luſtre in the orderly exerciſe 
thereof ; ſo do the 'Ordinances 
of Chriſt : For as Regeneration 
15 the firſt work of God upon the 
Soul, in order to the exerciſe of 
the Graces of Chriſt given, fo 
hath he appointed Baptiſm, as 
that which is the firſt Ordinance 
to be Practifed, which doth mere 
particularly,than any other Ordi- 
dinance 1n the fignification of it, 
hold out, and viſibly repreſent our 
New Birth, and therefore is cal- 
led the Baptiſm of Repentance, 
Dark 1.4. Luk. }. 3. 


Suta- 
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Sutable hereunto does that 


1 Learned and Eminent Divine 

0 Mr. Daniel Rogers expreſs him- 

Y ſelf. * © Baptiſm rhen is the Firft *Treat. of 

, * Sacrament of the —_—_— _— 
My : cram. Pp. 

l ing of Water, which is Sacra- 1. Prin-- 


*mentally Chriſt ; or wherein by ted, 1633- 
* Water duly applyed, not only 
©the preſented party is made a 
© Member of the viftible Church ; 
* but alſo Sealed up to an inviſible 
Union with Chriſt, and thereby 
© intereſſed in all thoſe benefits of 
* his, which concern the being of 
Regeneration. 
«* By calling it the firſt Sacra- 
7 *©ment, I point atthe Precedency 
and Order of Baptiſm. The 
* which all thoſe Names of Bap- 
4 © tiſm both in Scripture, and elfe 
! *wheredo approve. lts the Seed 
{ *of the Church, asthe other is of 
| "Food. It ifſued firſt out of the 
| * fide of our Lord Jeſus upon the 
* Croſs. Its the Creating Infiru- 
*ment of Godto produceand form 
E 4 (the 


(49) 
* the Lord Jeſus to a New Crea- 
© ture, and to Regeneration in the 
Tit-3-5- © Soul. Its called our Union with |, * ri] 
© Chriſt, our Marriage Ring, . our | * th« 
* Military Preſs-mony, our Matri- | ©SaC 
*culation; Cognizance-and Cha- | © Sa 
*ratter of Chriſt, our -Implanting cw 
* or Ingrafting into: him, and his | *W 
*Body, our - Ship, our Ark, our | ©G 
*Red Sea, our putting on of || *fi 
* Chriſt. . For as all thoſe go be- *B 


© fore our Nouriſhment, Commu- *C 
<nion,Cohabitation, ſervice,Fruir, *a 

| * Manna, or Food from Heaven, ſo oe 
*this Sacrament muſt go before "_ 

*the other. Breeding, Begetting ” 

* and bringihg out of the Womb, " 

*doth not more Naturally go be- 1 

| * tore the feeding of the Infant by | 
* the mothers Breaſts, then this {' 32 

*Wombh of the Youth of the j | 
| * Church goes before the Milk 


* thereof ; the Church being no 
* Dry Nurſe, but a Mother of her | 

* own, the Sons and Daughters of 

* her own Womb Let all who | 
.- | © gelirs fy 


*of the ſecond Sacrament to Nou- 
* riſh them as Saints : Firſt prove 
©the Sealing power of the former 
Sacrament to beget and makeyou 
* Saints. | And 4 little after--- Be- 


© ware——- leſt the Lord be froward Pag. 


*with them that fight againſt the 


| ©God of Order : leſt inſtead of 


*finding Nouriſhment before 
6 oro they Rob God of his 
* Order, 10 they meet with Wrath 
*and Judgment,before Mercy and 
£ Salvation ; yea leſt God accurſe 


© their ſingle emptyneſs of Chriſt, 


<with {ucha double barrenneſs,as 
* will admit Zo Conception or 
*Birth. | 

\ © And very pathetically pag. 73. 
after he hath ſhewed that Chriſt 
hath joyned Water with a kind of 
equal neceſſity with himſelf, Mar. 
16. 16. Jobn }.5. ſubjoyns © Shall 
*not he who "deſpiſeth Water 
©(appointed to ſuch an unſepara- 
*ble Holy end) deſpiſe the Ordat- 

| | * ner 


(42) n 
*deſireto taſte of the Sealingpower 


7A. 


| (42) 
| Exod. 20. ner of Water ? ſhall wetake his 
Ll * name 1N vain,by {lighting that by 
* which he makes himſelf and the 
* power of his Word and Spirit 
* manifeſt tobeget the Soul to him, 
*and be holden guiltleſs? When 
Natth.r9. * Chriſt hath put both in one, 
6. * ſhall we dare to ſay the one is 
© ſtrong, the other is baſe ? ſhall 
*weſlight it, ſlack ourhaſte to it, 
* our Holy v5 vai. of our ſelves 
*to it, our abiding at it, our offer- 
*ing up Prayers for bleſſing it,our 
*making 1t the joynt Obje& of our 
4 Humiliation, Faith, Reverence, 
and Thanks? Farbeit from us, 
*1o to abhor that Popiſh Hyperbo- 
* lical eſteem of it, and the merit 
*of the work wrought of ir; 
*that werun into another Riot to 
* difeſteem it ? Doubtleſs he that 
*cares not for Chriſt in the Word, 
* Chriſt in the Promiſe, Chriſt in 
©the Miniſter, Chriſt in the Wa- 
*ter, Chriſt in the Bread and 
*W1ne,Chriſt Sacrameatal; cares 
* as 


as litt 
Fleſh 
he co 


-piſe 


© that 
© cont 
oof 01 
<and 
© Hor, 
6 {wet 
«brain 


; 


# 
_ 


(43) 
as little for Chriſt God, Chriſt 
Fleſh, Chriſt Emannel. By theſe 


he comes near. And He rthat d:- Matth. ro. 
* ſpiſeth you, deſpiſeth me, and him * 


* that ſent me. Beware we of ſuch 
*contempt, even in the ſecreteſt 
© of our thoughts and Aﬀections : 
*and let Chriſt in the Water. be 
{Honoured as. Chriſt, for that 
{weet Union and Fruit which he 
* brings to poor Souls thereby. It 
* Fordan be precious when God 


* Pao. 81, The Lords Scope in 
*Baptiſm 15 an inward Grace, it 
* this general Priviledge 1s to all 
* equal, v:z. A badge of an out- 
* ward Member: diſtinCtion itrom 
*the common Rout of the World, 
* out of the Pale of the Church. 
© The Lord appointed Circumciſi- 
* on as a Seal of the Righteouſneſs 


I *of Faith chiefly : yet as an over- 


{plus heallowed it to be the Diffe- 
frencer of all other Nations _ 
*the 


will uſe it, for the Angels Heal- 2 Kings 5. 
* ing by it, much more this. 


x Pet. 3. 
<te 


£44) 


*Wall of Separation from them in 


'* the Jews. It was a Fence andhilatic 


e Eft 


*all their Converſe. So 1s Bap-Þupriſ? 


*tiſm now a mark or badge of ex- 


* ternal Communion: whereby the 
* Lord ſettlesa Right upon thePer. 
*{ontohis Ordinances,that he may 
* comfortably uſe them as his own 
* Priviledge, and wait for the in- 
*ward Prerogative of Saints by 
* them. And yet this (as much as 
* men boaſt of it) 15 buta ſhell in 
© reſpect of the other. So far he, 

Again , Baptiſm holds out the 
Souls Intereſt in the Death, 'Buri- 
al, and Reſurrection of Chriſt in 
a more ſpecial manner then any 
other Ordinance, it is called the 
Stipulation or Anſwer of a good 
Conſcience, by the Reſurrection 


of Jeſus Chriſt from the Dead ; T 


that is, when a Conſcience ap- 
peaſed and pacified with the dif- 
charge of Sin, cancry Abba Father 


witha holy ſecurity, and ſpeak to* 


God himielf, &c. Now this Sti- 


” Seal 
ibit 
\ Le 
tenſe « 


pula- | 


(45) 


and$ifation of a good Conſcience is 
11n he Effect of Baptiſm, agd which 


an 


Baptiſm Seals : For whit it finds 


ex-Fc Seals, although it doth alſo Ex- 
the ſhibit more of the ſame kind. 


Cre 


\ Learned Expoſitor gives his bs Tho 


ay ſenſe ofthis place thus. 


Vn 


*The Anſwer of a good Con-, 
 fcience is here Attributed to 
Chriſts ReſurreQion,as the thing 
ſignified and repreſented in Bap- 
« tiſm, and as the cauſe of that An- 
* {wer of a good Conlcience,even 
* Baptiſm (ſaith he) doth now. 
Fſave [#5 ] as being the Ordinance 

that Seals up Salvation, not the 
putting away thefilth oftheFleſh, . 
*or the waſhing of the outward. 
*man ; but the Anſwer of a good 


© Conſcience towards God by the 
©ReſurreCtion of Chriſt from the. 
© Dead. (Toopen this, /airh he ) 
* Our Conſcienccs are that Princi-, 
*ple within us,which are the Seat 


L 


* of the guilt of all the Sins of the 
*whole 'Man, unto whoſe” Court 
* they 


AC 
* they all come to accuſe us,as un 
© to Gods Deputy, which Conſci- 
© ence is called Good or Evil,as the 
*State of the Man is. Now 1 

© Baptiſm, forgiveneſs of Sins and 
© Juſtihcation being Sealed up to a 
*Believers Faith and Conſcience 
* under- that lively Repreſentation 
© of his Communion with Chriſt 
©!nhis ReſurreCtion ; hence this is 


*made the fruit of Baptiſm,that the 


*g00d Conicience of a Believer 
© Sealed up in Baptiſm hath where- 
*withal from thence to Anſwer all 
* Accuſations of Sin that can or do 
*atany time come in upon him, 
* and 15,A5 it is hereadded (by ver- 
* tue of the Reſurrection of Jeſus 
* Chriſt,) namely in this ReſpeR, 
*hat his Communion with Chtiſt 


© inhis ReſurreCtion hath been re- - 


* preſented in his Baptiſm: as the 
© Ground of his Faith; and of that 

Anſwer unto all Accuſations. 
By all which we may (by the 
way) ſee of what neceſſity Faith 
is 


———_— 


| is required of the Perſons that are 


- | Baptized, if they will receive any 
benefit thereby. Alſo, how Bap- 
tiſm being the firſt Ordinance to 
be Adminiſtred , an{wers to the 
firſt Grace Received; From 
whence it appeareth, That as the 
Grace of Regeneration gives a 
Right to the Enjoyment of Goſ- 
pel Inſtitutions ; ſo Baptiſm, with 
reſpe& to Priority and Order, is 
the firſt Inſtitution, without . 
which, none may regularly par- 
take of other Church-Ordinan- 
CES. | 
And this further may be noted 
as conſiderable, that as there 1s 
but one Beginning of Natural Life 1; Me. 
to man ; and one beginning of 4ula The- 
Spiritual of Life, which 1s by Re- eng 
generation, Joh» 3. 3. So Baptiſm yer of the 
15 to be but once Adminiſtred ; Mord - 
whereas, if Baptiſm had the ſame m_—_—_— 
import and ſignification with re- be Admi- 
ſpe& to the Priviledges that are to _ 
be enjoy'd at the Second Cpng Perſon,&c, 
® 


48) | 
6f Chriſt as the Supper of the Lord | . gyi 
hath, there would be the ſame [yery 
Reaſon for the frequent. Admini- |; 8 
ſtration of it, as is for the Supper | ſbip,- 


of the Lord. = F777 
4. It is. commendable to keep 791 
the Ordinances of Chriſt pure, as rat 


they were delivered , becauſe it | « qj 
prevents the'creeping in of theIn-- | « G9 
ventions of Men in the Worſhip. | « gec 
of God. For (as it was before | « 
Noted ) Man is naturally apt to | « 
be medling that way, and mixing | « ,; 
ſomething of his own with thoſe | « 
Sacred Inſtitutions which God | « ſhi 
has with greateſt ſeverity pro- «a ( 
hibited, having not ſpared any, no” | «6 
not his own People, though what ©q 


they have done therein ſeems not re 
tobe out of any wicked intenti- <V 
ons, but rather oft of an Ignorant tq 
Zeal : Of which there are many ca 
Inſtances in Scripture as before re- ec 
cited ; particularly, the Memora- © x 
| ble Caſes of Nadahb and Abihu, <1 
| Lev. 10. 2, 3. Uzzah'2 Sam. 6: |# «, 


6, 7. &c. Suita= 


_—_ 


i 
o 
+ 


ST Suitable hereto Mr. ag." 
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ver excellently expreſſes himfelf 
1a his Book intituled Goſpel-MWors 


I ip, or the Right Manner of Sans 


Ig the Name of. God, pag 89, 
Oo : 


--=-- * All thingsin Gods Wor» 
* ſhip muſt have a Warrant out of 
* Gods Word, muſt be Comman» 
*ded; it's not enough that *tis 
© not Forbidden, and what hurt is 
* there in it ? But it muſt be Com- 
* manded. ----When we come to 
* Matters off Religion and the Wor- 
© ſhip of God, we muft either have 
of | Kdihorer, or ſomewhat our of 
© Gods Word, by ſome Conſe- 
* quence drawn from ſome Com- 
© 24nd, wherein God manifeſts his 


Will ; either a Dire Command, 
* or by comparing one thing with 
© another, or drawing Conſequen- 
© ces. plainly from .the words, we. 
, muſt have a Warrant for the 
© Worſhip of God, &c. When 
© any Creature-is raiſed ina Reli- 
=. * £10Us- 


*, Sg : 
EE . oe 
* gj0us Way above what it hath in 
©'1t by Natnre, if I have not Scri- 
* pture to warrant me, I am therein 


« Superſtitious.-——--We muſt be all 


© Willing-Worſhippers,but not Will- 
* Worſhippers, Matth.15.9. Iſa.29. 
—32- ; *Y <4 HG a_-. 

' Pap. 10. *--—You ſee how ſe- 


'©yere God was to'Nadab and Abi- 


© hu, for but taking other Fire then 
*rhat which God appointed, to 
© offer up Incenſe, K LIE there 
©there was no dire&Qt Command- 
© ment againſt it, &c. 


* -Page 11." © In the matters of 
* Worſhip God ſtands upon /ittle | 
os as ſeem to be | 
"*©very ſmall, and little to us, yet * 
'©God ftands much upon them in 1 
-©the matter of . Worſhip. For \ 
'© there is nothing wherein the © 
* Prerogative 'of God doth: more 


* things, ſuch thin 


appear, then 'in Worſhip', as 

: TYNCes ſtand much upon” their 
:C . 
r 


ErOgAties. -——--There are----- 
© things-in' the Worſhip of God 


ol 


* that. 


XUM 


| 
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* that -;ax9+: Not, PATALEen 1n 


< hearts, that on 


© Word; 


$ 


- our. 
, that only depend upon 
* rhe will of, GodjRevealed in his 


rhich were no Duties 
© except they were Revealed there, 
« And theſe arg of Juch a nature, - 
*aS We. can-ſegno .Realon for, 
© but . only this, © Becauſe God will: 
© have.them.--- Though men would 
© think jta little matter whether 
© this Fire, or that Fire, and” will 


*not this burn as. well as that ? 
fAt God ſtands upon it—When - 


*Uzzah did but touch the Ark, 


«when it was ready to fall, we 
© would.think tt no great matter 3 


© but: one touch: of. the Ark coſt | 
© him his life. ... There 15. not a 12/4- 


« zig1 in the Worſhip of God, 
© God ſtands arer ; | 

<a man * te gather a few ſticks * Nuns, 
* (on. the Sahbath) | 
reat matter. was it..?- But God © 
rands u 
© of” Bethſbemeſh d 
©*the Ark, 


| it, So when the 


it a 


but 


what great 153% 


men 


id but look into” 
the Lives-.of / 
FE 2 , fifty 


( $ 2 } ) [ 
bs = thouſand and ſeyenty mien, |... 
© hee | hr Y 


He further adds; page 12. That || ;- 
| there i no Priviletlges or Dighities 
[ rE off Man, that can y Jo them from 
JI Gods ſtroke ; Tnftancing Nadaband 
| | Abihu's Caſe, Moſes the may of God 
v | being their Unkle, and: Axron their 
| Father, men newly conſecrated to the 
Prieſts Office , renowned men that 
God put much glory upon ; yet if they 
will venture but to offend God _ 
litth thing, his wrath breaks outnp- 
on them, and kills them preſently, 
&C. 
[f/ This Eminent Servant of God joe 
[| Adds much to the fame effeQ in }| o 

| 

| 


| the ſaid Book which for Brevity is | 
[ {| paſt'over-Andamongft the Reſt, I ,x. 
=_ offers ſeveral Reaſons by which 
he judgeth that Nadab and Abihu, * 
were good men, and givesa plain } a, 
Demonſtration that they had no | ,p 
wicked Defign,as [1] They were | 
Young men, newly come to their * © 
, Office, and might not ne” 
all | 


__ 


tharh (3s wi TIT were fain, The by 
Nor. Fane fs have (as) wasSal-F 
dy urge) abc out 'Uzzah, 2Sam.Þ, 
62 whotn God ITmgites" "dead: for. C3 
rouching the Ar k, ce | 5b 
Tr 4s Snetuded's all Orthodox. as 
Writers,that the Ris of Antichrift J*.' 
was by Deg res «firſt encroarting 
by. one 2 avert io, and*then from 
tis. to timeſy r-adding another; 
W his ide) no Wonds r,for.i ifa 
Chirch once. {werves * om''the. 
Rule in one thing, a: Foundation 
To thereby: laid of doing fo 10. Mas. 
ny. things.. "And for this. \Reaſon * 
the, Apoſtle. with” greit *Earneſt- | 
6. nel charges * Timothy,and in him " 
all Saints, wed F give thee charge : 
in the (ight of God, %c. That thon' 
keep this Conmandment'? f v/thout 
Spot, unyebubeable , until 1 Je "© Ap- 
pearing of 'our Lied Telus Chri roſe 
The Apoſtle. had in this Fpiſt! 
been ioftruftivg T:mothy. about 
Church-VV bling and thiggs re- 
tac, 1g to Prayer, Elderſhip, deal- 
| ing 


= 


4" 


CL IJJ 


Fo 8 with Members %s Fe. ,And 
at. $2<rafore concludes; { charge : ;hee 


o keep. this Commandment ; that 


for $5. that which he all along/in-the 
"3 Epiſtle directed. and preſſed. with 
Jo-weighty Arguments : AS if he 
*Jhad ſaid, 17 2s your indiſpenſible Du. 


ty Zo be.careful in this, becauſe, as 
tisgxpreſs'd verſ.1 5x6. In his own 
time be ſhall ſbew. mb. is the bleſſed 
and. onely Potentate, $Cc.- [Jelus 


| Chit hath giveo Goſpel-V.Vor- 


ſhip, to-his Church, as King of his 
Chuxch. ; The Potentates of, the 


4 VYorld ſhew their Foe in-n 


thing-more then, in, keeping, thoſe 


who are employed by them to the 
ſri Qbſervation gf the Commil= 
fions given to them, z; So that if ap 
Embaſſador. goes; beyond. his 
Commiſſion, he-fqrfeits his Head ; 
and:therefore.jf any Thing be de- 
maaded, or any ,Paxticular offered 
in order.tg a Treaty, which is not 
intheirCommaſion, they uſually 
anſwer, I haveno Commiſſion to 
@- OO. mn 


yy 
anſwer or work C_—_ oa 
int. Now faith the Apoſtle;X 

bf ComMandnent Th TIE 
pot + Jeſus Chrift' is Kivg:- of 
1s, and Lort of Lords, the only 
Potentare, and inhis time he/will 
fhew it, and Examine by what 
Commiſſionfrom him they have 
ane what they 'have done” and 
er ry and-will ask this great 
Queſtion, Who huth Required this 
a yohr hands? what ſatisfaftory 
anſwer can any man give,if fucha 
tinge allowed 2 If you-ask a 
Rule for Baprizing Children,may 
Not ſuch a Perſon Demand where 


your Rule is for Unbabtized Per- 
Tons to Receive the Lords Sipper ? 
Tf you ask'/a Rule for fgning with 


the Croſs in Baptiſm; he will ask | 
"where yohr Rule is for Baptizing |] 


"of Children, and in a word if any 
' one thing be admitred'in'poinitiof 
*Praktice, that has not the-expreſs 
Warrant of 'Gods Word; it-will 


make way fot *orhers, becay'e the | 


lame 


X UM 
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ſame Reaſon or Pretence' that 
Eftabliſhes one, may equally be 
Produced'for extherand another, 
without erid ; and ſo a Deviation 
from Rule in any thing, though 
never fo. ſmall, tends direftly to 
bring in the Inventions and' Tra- 
ditions of Men into the Worſhip 
of God: i | 
' From the whole of -what hath 
been ſaid, we may Infer''theſe Cos 
rollaries or: Inferences;' - 
- 7. FThatf'God hath Preſcribed a 
particthar way and method in 
which he-witlbe Worſhiped. - 
 2.That he is'ſ6'tcyder and! nice 
therein, 'that the leaſt Variation 
from his'own Stated Order will 
fAot be allowed by him, which ap- 
pears by the puniſhment'of ſuch 
as-Tranſgrefſed, and' the prailes 
given toſ{uch as kept his Ordinan- 
ces as they were Delivered unto 
thei, mentioned at large before. 
-'2, That toſwerve from the Lords 
Inſtitutions;and Invert his —_ 
O 


58.) 
Hhas'a dire& Tendency ta-Deſtroy; 
: all Modes of Worſhip, andiconſe- 
quently all-the publick;agnd ſolemn; 
Exerciſe of Religion, i.as much, 
2s the ſame:Reaſon.by. which; ons; 
Ordinancei.may. be! changed, | op, 
Diſcontinued, will equally provej 
the change ar.. Niſcontinuance gf; 
-any, yea of all at long Run,' , 'g 
_ -Andif yhecirſt Churches might 
not be Conſtitnted-without tis 
Ordinance of Baptiſnz,neither may; 
thoſe that- ſucceed them, becauſe 
the fame- Reaſon: that, made Baps 
tiſm neceſſary. to them,-makes it 
alſo neceſſary tq us. For Goſpel 
Otder ſctted by Appſtical Autho, 
rity and Direction, as.this- was, 
hath not loſt 'any of 1ts- nativg 
worth and. efficacy,” or. obliging 
Vertue, by. any Diſuſe or Diſcons» 
tinuance; occaſioned «by any, but 
ought to: be the - ſame to us now, 
as it was to them inthe beginin 
of ſuch Order ; eſpecially 'conſ1- 
dering the day whereig we live, 
a many 


XUM 


X UM 


WEM 


. *S - 0: { . pY r * by *j « | 
many indeavouring to.'bring- in 


their own Inventions into the 
Worſhip” of: God; 'which' ſhoujd 


i 


{9 
» 


make-all Chriſtians be more care-'- 


were firſt Delivered by the holy 
Penmen, and the Practice of the 


Primitive Chriſtians. 


'  Toconelude this head, as Bap- 


tiſm' is not to be Repeated, be- 


.cauſc it is the Sacrament of Re- 


generation, Initiation, and Incor- 
poration, which are not capable 


of Reiteration, ſo neither can the 
Seal and Sign thereof; ſo whatſo. 


ever.makes tor the not Repeating 
it in the ordinary uſe of it, makes 
alſo for this as tully or more,that 
it ſhould be the firſt. . | 


If it be not to be repeated becauſe 
it is the Sign or Seal of Initiation, 
Regeneration and Incorporation, 
by the ſame Reaſon it _— _ 
als | , 


Fful'and Zedlous to: Cleave to the ' 
Inſtitutionsdf Jefus Chriſt;as they 


—_ 


(60). . 
firſt, as Initiation, Admiſſion 


Incorporation, and Ragenerations 


are the firſt Internal 
and upon us, by which we are 
made Chriſtians. But of this we 
have {aidienough before. 


CHAP. 


XUM 
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(61) 
CHAP. IV. 


Shewing that this Opinion that 


' Unbaptized Perſons may be Ad- 
"mitted to the Lords Supper, is 


againſt the Prattice of: all Chri- 


ſtians m all Ages that haroe 


. Owned Ordmances. 


times, it hath been evidently 
emonſtrated, that the. Apoſtles 
and Diſciples of Chriſt, did Con- 
ſtantly Baptize ſuch as were Con- 
verted, and that after they were 
Taught, the next thing was to 
Baptize them, neither durſt the 
break that o7der,the ScriptureRule 
being, Teach all Nations, and Bap- 
tize them ; Matth. 28. 19. Make 
OI and Baptize. Mark. 16. 
16, He that beleiveth and is Bapti- 
zed, ſhall be Saved---You ſee here 
the rank of Baptiſm immediately ; 


After 


A S for the Prattice of Goſpel 


| (62) | 

After Teaching, after Beleiving, | T' 

It holds thefirit place of Ordinan- | "A# 

ces properly Chriſtian: Ye may || 7 be 

_- Ace it again, in the Rule in Perers | 40 
A752. 38, Preaching, Repent and be Baptized, | to: 
which was inſtantly. put in Praa- | his 

ice, ' which is' a ſecond head of | of 
Proof-=namely Scripture Exam- 

-Ple, for: #hey. that gladly Received | ww: 

his Word were preſently Baptized, th 

to the Number of 3000. ver. 41. af- | Y 


ter which they continued conſtant- tt 
ly----in Chriſtian Fellowſhip; and C 
in the Practice of Ordinances, as 7] 


the Lords Supper, Prayer, 8c. ver. t 
42. In the Example of the Exnuch t 
you have the ſame, as ſoon as ever ( 
Jeſus was Preach'd, and he Dilco- f 
vered water, what hinders me, ſaith þ 
he, #o be Baptized ? Nothing, faith 

4A:8. 38: Philip, if thou haft Faith, ſhe was 

* 0-48. inſtantly Baptized--- The like ye 
have 0 Cornelius, who upon ho 

' firſt Preaching of Chriſt, before 
the:Aſſembly was Baptized he and 


his. | 
_ The 


Fg 


XUM 


FE” 
ns, Thelike you have of the Jaylor 
an- | "A#. r6."To whom at' Midnight 
wy f 7 beingaſtohifhed by a Miraculous 
es | Aition) theword was Preacht,and 
ea, | toall in his houſe, and he and all 
his Belciving, were forthwith all 
of | of them Baptized. Here was no 
N- | loſs of time, and for the Order, it 
ea | 'was after Faith, and before any 0+ 
7, | ther Admiiniſtration---There may 
He other Inſtances given, but from 
ls theſe and the foregoing Pages, this 
d Concluſion necelſarily follows, 
S "That Bzp#iſn in point of order and 
. time, 1s the very next Ordinance 
; to Beleiving.' Not but that there 
| ought to be fit time allowed for 
the Tryal of Faith, wherein to he 
ſare the Apoſtles were not Negli- 
4 gent, a5 being an abſolute Duty. 

- Asit is certain that in the Hr- 
ftory of the Goſpel or whatſoever 
Relation we have in the new Te- 
ſtament, as to matter. of FaCt or 
Precepts, in matter of Right, Rela- 

. ting to the Order and Adminiftra- - 
c t10N » 
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tion . of :Baptiſm,, &do1:icleerly 
hold forth. the Order to be after 
Faith, and the ſubjeQ Baptized by 
immediate --and neceſſazy , Conl(e- 
quence, an' Actual Belejyex ; So on | 
the other hand it is eyadent, that ' 
there is not the leaft Tittle either | 
in expreſs. Terms, or Rational and 
plain Inference, in the-whole new 
Teſtament, to Commons the 
inion we oppole. x.There is no 
NT directly or Conſequenti- 
ally Commanding Us to Receive 
any Member without,. 2. Nor one 
Inſtancetobe produced, that ever 
it was done. 3. It is evident, that 
the Abettors or Promoters of ſuch 
a PraQtice now, do in ſo much in- 
vert Gods Order, and lay a dange- 
rous Foundation for the Abolition 
of this great and facred Inititution 
of our Chriſtian Baptiſm. 

As for the Ages next the Apo- 
ſtles, for near 300 Years, we have 
Examined the Records of thoſe 
times, and find that the Ordinance 
of 
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of Baptiſm was Retained by the 
Churches in the fame Order and 
Mode of Adminiſtration as is Rez 
corded in the New Teſtament 272 
firſt they Taught and Preacht the 
Goſpel , then they Baptizcd all 
{ſuch as were ſo Taught, and ſo 
immediately Received them into 
the Communion of the Church. 
As to the Practice of the ſecond 
Century we have a memorable 
Inſtance In F«ſt:z Martyrs ſecond 
Apology to Autoninus Pins the 
Roman Emperor, as Mr. Baxter 
Rendersit in his Saints Reſt, Chap. 
8. Sect 5. viz. 
< I will declare unto you how we 
* offer up our ſelves to God after 
*that we are Renewed through 
* Chriſt, thoſk amongſt us that are 
* Inſtrufted in the Faith and Be- 
© lezuethat which we teach 1s true 
© being willing to live accordiug 
© to the ſame, we do admoniſh to 
< Faſt aud Pray for the Forgiveneſs 
*of Sins, and we allo Faſt and 
G Pray 
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Pray with them and when they 
* are brought by us unto the water 
cand there as we were NEW 
© BORN ( that is Baptized) are 
© they alſo by New Birth ( viz Bap- 
© ti/zs) Renewed ; aud then calling 
*upon God the Father, and the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the holy. 
* Spirit they are waſhed ( that zs 
© Baptized ) 1n water. Then we 
*bring the perſon thus m_—_ 
*and Inſtrufted to the Brethren 
*(as they are called, ) where 
© the Aſſemblies are, that we 
* may pray both for our ſelves,and 
<the new Illuminated, that we 
 *may be found by true Dottrine 
y mew”! by good Works worthy ob- 
© ſervers and keepers of the Com- 
* mandements, and that we may ' 
© attain Eternal Liſe and Salvati- # 
* on. ThenBread and Wine being \ 
© brought to the Chief Brother (lo 
*they call the Chief Miniſter ) he + 
*taketh it and offercth praiſe and {| 
* Thanksgiving to the Father, by 
the 


XUM 


(67) 

© the Name of the Son and Holy 
© Spirit, and ſo a while he Cele- 
*brateth Thanksgiving. After 
*Prayer and Thanksgiving, the 
© whole Aſſembly ſaith, Amen. 

©Thanksgiving being ended by 
* the Preſident ( or Chief Guide ) 
and the Conſent of the whole 
© People the Deacons, as we Call 
*them, do give unto every one 


' ©Preſent part of the Bread and- 


©Wine, over which Thanks was 
© oiven, and they alſo ſufter them 
*tobring it to the abſent. 

* This Food we call the Eucha- 
friſt, to which NO MAN is ad- 
mitted, but only he that Believerh 
© in the Truth of the DoQrine, 
© being waſhed in the Laver of Re- 
* zexerationfor Remiſſion of Sins, 
* and that ſo liveth as Chriſ: hath 
* Taught, _ | 

« So far this Learned Father and 
* Vartyr gives a pggnive account 
© of matter of FaiÞ in his time, 
* from whom we may plainly be 

G 2 $intorm'd 
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© inform'd that no Unhbaptized 
© Perſon was then admitted to the 
©Lords Supper. | 
Dr. Cave in his Primitive 
© Chriſtiani - 296. part, I. 
© Chap. wt "Edirion Printed 
© x676.Says thus, Our Lord having 
« Inſtituted Baptiſm and the Lords 
© Supper as the two. great Sacra- 
< ments of the Chriſtian Law, they 
© have accordingly been ever acc- 
* counted principal parts of pub- 
lick Worſhip in the Chriſtian 
< Church;--Bapriſon 1s the Door,by 
* which Perſons Enter in, and the 
* greatand Solemp Rite of our Initi- 
© ation into the Faith of Chriſt, exc. 
* The Perſons by whom this 
© Sacrament was. Adminiſtred, 
* were the Miniſters of the Goſpel, 
© the Stewards of the Miſteries of 
* Chriſt, Baptizing and Preaching 
* the Goſpel, being Joyned toge- 
* ther by our Saviour in the ſame 
© Commiſſion &c. 
* Nor was it accounted enough 
. c by 
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< by ſome in theſe times that 

* tifim was conferred by a Perſon. 
* called to the. Miniſtry, unleſs he 
© was alſo Orthodox in the Faith 
© --- Hence ſprang that famous con-. 
* troverly between Cypriar and 
* Stephen Biſhop of Rome, Concer- 
*ning the Rebaptizing thoſe that 
© had been Baptized by, A{re+ 
* ficks, Cyprian aſſerting that they 

© ought to be Rebaptized, &c. cal- 
lng a Councelat Carthage of 87. 

* African Biſhops, whoa all con- 

© chided for his Opinion=--For-they 

© looked upon that Baptiſm, that 
© had been conferred by Heretichs, 

« asnull and invalid, ( ſeing Here- 

* zicks being out of the Church , 
©could not give what they 4d 
*not) and Tus when they 
{Returned to: the Union of the 

f Church, they could not proper- 

* ly: be ſaid to be Rebaptized, {e- 
*ing they did but Receive what 
*( lawfully) they had not before 
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© Then page 305. After he had 
© Diſcourſed of Infant Baptiſm 


* adds that thoſe who made up the * 
*main Body -of the Baptized in 


* thoſe days were Aazlr Perſons, 


*who flocking over daily to the 


«Faith of Chriſt, were Received 
*1n at this Door, Uſually they 


© were for ſome conſiderable time 


© Catechi'sd and- Frain'd up. in 
* the Principle 'of >the Chriſtian 
« Faith, till _— given Teſtimo- 
* ny of their Proficiency in know- 
* ledge---and of a ſober and Regu- 
*lar Converſation, they then be- 
+ became Candidates for Baptiſm, 


* and were accordingly taken in 


*&, | 

*Page- 308. Perſons finding 
© themlelvesat any time furprized 
* withadangerous or mortal ſick- 
* peſs and not daring to paſs into 
*another World without this 
* Badge of their Initiation int9 
* Chriit, they preſently ſigniied 
$ their earnctt defire to be gps 1 
6a, 
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*tized, which was done according- 
©lyas well as the Circumſtances 
ofa ſick Bed would permit. Theſe 
© were called C/izic: of (whom 
© there 1s frequent mention in the 
* Antient Writers of the Church) 
© becauſe * Baptized as they lay «;, ,-,,:. 
*along in their Beds. This was aC- v £71 
* counted a leſs Solemn and perfe&t £*#%* 
* kind of Baptiſm, partly becauſe 
**rwas not done by Immerſion, but 
by Sprinkling exc. | 
| © Page. 333. The Perſons Coam- 
* municating at this Sacrament 
* (viz, the Lords Supper ) were 
© at firſt the whole Church or Bo-. 
# <© dy of Chriſtians within ſuch 
- *a ſpace, that had Embraccd the 
* © Dottrineof the Goſpel, and been 
© Baptized into the Faith of Chriſt, 
© uſed conſtantly to meet together 
© at the Lords Table. As Chriſti- 
© ans Multiply'd, and a more ex- 
* act Diſcipline became neceſfary 
£ NONE were admitted to thus 
* Ordinance, till they had arrived 
| G 4 at 


me" 


a <2 


_ 


* at the Degree of the faithful,for 


*who'ever were in the State of 
© the Caterhumens under Inftrufti- 
©6n in order to their Baptiſm, or 
<by Reaſon of any Heinous Crime 
* underthe jw pa and ſuspenſion 
< of the Church, and not yet paſſed 


' through the ſeveral Stages of 


© the Penitents, might not Commu- 
* 7nicate, and were therefore 
*commanded - to * Depart the 
* Church,” when the reft went' 
©fo the Celebration of the Sacra- 
* ment. BT TE 
- So far this Learned enquirer in- 
to, and writer of Primitive Chri- 
ſtianity, from whom we tnay po- 
ſitively infer that no Unbaptized 
perſon was by the Ancients ad- 
mitted to the Communion of the 
Lords Supper. | | 
Tt 1s true that about the third 
Century, from a faral miſtake of 
hn }.5. Except a man be born of 
water and of the Spirit, he can- 
not ent:y into the Kingdom of God. 
EE.” oo 
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Some began to bring. in Infant, 
R—_ CONCELVIRg) '(as Cyprian 
and his Diſciples taught or 
that no- perſon, ſmall or. great: 
could:be:ſaved without it, and 
that. 16 blotted out all fins come. 
mitted-before its: Adminiſtration: 
Herice\Nazianzen exhorts againit 
Infant Baptiſm, antes /in caſe of 
apparent danger of Death. When 
thts diſmal Error once took place, - 
howmany mi{chiefs didfollow it;as 
_- I, ( Fe Stbjetts) of [Baptiſin 
were changed fram attual Belie- 
vers to-ignorant Babes, and the 
Church altered iv its Primitive 
Conſtirution, v/z. from perſons 
profeſſing the Faith, toa mixture 
of both 'Converted and Uncon- 
verted ones: | 

2. It being conceived that the 
old manner of Adminiſtration.by 
Dipping, . might be: dangerous to' 
Young Infants, and to the people 
that Superſtitiouſly delayed their: 
Baptiſm until their Death Bed 
OOO. (becauſe 
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(becauſe they believed it would 
take.awa all {in) therefore they 
contrived Sprinkling to ſerve the 
turn for the Infant, as well as 
thoſe ſick people, which were cal- 
led Clznici, from:the Beds or Ha- 
mocks they lay-/:in; upon which 
Mr. Rogers writes thus: © Hebe- 
*trays the Church. to a diſordered 
© error, if he cleave not to the In- 
* ftitution, to- Dip the Infant. in 
© Water, and this I {o averr. as. 
© thinking it (viz, Dipping) ex- 
© ceeding material to the Ordi- 
* nance. and no {light thing, yea 
© which both Antiquity 5 con- 
* ſtantly and without exception 
© of CountrysHot or Cold,witneſ- 
*{es unto, and eſpecially :the'con-= 
* ftant word of the Holy Ghoſt, 
*firſt and laft approveth, as Cam- 
© {abox in Matth..11. hath noted, 
*&c. Treat. of Sacram. p. 77. 
which miſadminiſtration came in 
time to he decreed by Counſels, 
and impoſed by : ficrce and ſevere 
Anatherga's, 
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\nathema?s, which is all the Au- 
thority that can be produc'd (and 
hich is. indeed, nothivg at all 
0.us that ought ro: have Di- 
ine AY fur PraCtical Du- 
ties. 
Now as the Conſequences of 
this error have been ſo fatal to the 
Church of Chriſt, and as the pre- 


| 


ought to be. a very ſerious ware 


{comes with a fair and ſpecious 
Mask or Vizard on, to diſguiſe 
«s deformity, till it ſpreads like 
a Gangrene, and infetts the 
whole. 
So this Opinion comes diſguiſ- 
cd with the plauſible Allegation 
| pr Charity and Brotherly love, 
6 


m__—_ 


But 


valency of it was gradual, ſo * it ® Yet 6 
forceable 


was Truth 


ning to us;'to oppoſe all the be- that they 
ginings of error, that is #9 coz- kept the 
rend earneftly for the Baith once — 
delivered to the Saints, becauſe miſt the 
when error is once admitted, it Subjed. 
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But was not the ſame pretenasſh 
mainly made uſe of for the intra: 

fv. umm; wiv; 

Charity to the Childrens Souls, 


ducing Infant 


whom: they. judged 'in a ftate of: 
Damnation without it, and cer-: 
tainly of the two, theantroducers 
of Pedo-Baptiſm-are:: more ex 
cuſaþble than the bringers in of this 
'Opinion,. becauſe, although they 
miſt che Riglit Subjett of Baptiſm, 


\ and attributed too much to it, 1 
yet they kept up a PraQtiſe of that | 


name in its due Rankand Order 
in the Church , whereas theſe, 


- on the other hand diſpenfe. with | 
the total neglect of Baptiſm,ſince. f 


Baptiſivv in Infancy. is by. ther 
held for no Baptiſm for. unan«- 
fwerable Reaſons, as for inftaice: 
In Baptiſm the Covenant ſtruck 
between God and us implies,eſpc- 
cially the conſent of parties, but 
by Infant Baptiſm the Jnfant is 
not bound, for he conſented not, 
Again, conſent muſt be expreſt, 

| du 7 
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Ws 6,4 
noghbut the Child 'wants- the juſt 
ra Jripenefs and formation -of Or- 
'yJgans inward :and outward for 
uls,Ffuch expreffions, and ſo cannot 
will it, becaufe he cannot under. 
ftandit, nor can he expreſs that 
ers | which within him he hath not : 
2X< Nor cah he depure others -to con- 
as ſent for him, nor is there any Au- 
ty'[ thority for ſuch a Deputation 
nf given by God, nor any Inſtance 
t,'f in the Sacred Records that it was 
it] ever PraQtiſed. Nor can ſuch as 
r | undertake it, perform what they 
2,- | promiſe for the Child, vis. Fait 
1 | and Repentance, being the two 
- 

L 


great Graces of the Goſpel, and 
. | the fole Gift of God. Beſides 
+ | Chriſt looks for a Believer, which 
- | no Infant can at preſent be faid to 

be, the want of which, makes the 

Baptiſm null, for if there be no 
Bond, no Covenant, no Obliga- 
tion in it (as *tis plain there is 
y not, and they confeſs it) than 
there 1s no Sealing, for a Seal 
lerves 


Fd 
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ſerves but to Ratifie and Confirnj bei 
a Bond and Covenant, and. as _ 


there is no Sealing, ſo there is no 
exhibition or conveyance of aty$ thi: 
thing from Chriſt, for there axe wh 
no Pipes to receive it, that 1s, as Cc 
an Ordinance, there is .no_ Rea © 
fon in the uſe of it, no Faith, noſ 9! 
Senſe, no Receptive Faculty pro- Is 
portionable to the Ordinance in| T© 
the manner of Conveying it &c. | © 
So that the Concluſion 1s , that de 
Infant Baptiſm is as much a nullity } © 
as the Marrying or Ordination of | ?” 
Infants, and being really ſo by the | © 
grant of the Favourers of this : 
Opinion : it will unavoidably. 4 © 
follow that their admitting per-,| © 
ſons, upon pretence 'of that Bap- | 
tiſm to the Lords Supper, is ne1- ; 
ther more nor leſs,than an admiſſi- x 
on without Baptiſm, and a plain 
Decharation that they eſteem this 
Ordinance to be unneceſſary, and 
conſequently a direC&t throwing it | 
out of the Church as was ſaid 
before, | 
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before, ſo that ; Pedo-Baptiſms is 
but a perverting or an abuſe of 
'the Ordinance of Baptiſm, but 
this Opinion quite aboliſhes. it, 
which is the neceſſary effeX and 
Conſequence of ' their declarin 
It to be needleſs in order to ad; 
miſſion intoa Church, e#c. 
But toReturn we can have no bet- 
ter Inſtances of the praCtice of An- 
tiquity, then what we find Recor- 
ded of the Cathecumeni, who were 
excluded not only from the Excha- 
7:/f,but from the very Sight there- 
of; and therefore after the Words 
Holy things to Saints, they went * , 4:44 
out, not becauſe they were with- 75,02 
out Faith, for there were two Sans. 
ſorts, vis. + Hearers, and ſuch as # 4*dier- 
tes,£9 com- 
were competent or Efect; the p.;cure;,or 
firſt were Beginners which heard Ele. 
Sermons, and had a deſire to 
Chriſt; the other were ſuch as 
deſired Baptiſme, and had given * Lib. de 
up their Names for it, as * Auſtin 77 12 
and others ment10n. 12. ; 
Now 
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Now theſe were ſuppoſed to 


have Faith, and waited only a fit, 


time fot the Adminiſtration of 
Bapriſm, during which time they 
were not at all admitted to the 
Lords Supper, though judged Be- 
tievers, but as ſoon as Baptized , 
they were admitted to the Lords 
Supper on the ſame day alſo. 


- 
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© | To llluftrate this poigr firther 
y , we will. give 2 Brief Ab- 
e ſta& of fomie things .Re- Wa 4 
; xo . | | , Cap. 6. 1 
- corded in” that Excellent 233. &... 
, Hiſtory compiled. by the G4 
Divines of Magdeburg. 
[I 4/lins non! Baſil, Writes, 
altos quan \ That there were 
4 Cathecnmeros ino others. but 
Þaptizatvs eſſe | Catechumens.. 
ſeribit qui in Baptized who 
Paſchate convo-| were called to- 
cabantur jExhort. | gether at Ea» 
ad Baptiſmum. -| iter. \ 
Baptiſaadi au-| Such as were. 


tem in Aſiaticis 
Ectleſuis,pr ins a- 


to be Baptized 
in the Churches 


liquanaiu in Do- | of Aſia were firſt 
tirina Pietatis e-| for ſome time 
rudichantur , & inſtructed 1n the 
Cathecament di-i Dofrine of Pie 
cebantur : quem="|\ty 5 and were; 

}H called 
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admodum ex 
Baſilio Panlo an- 
teRetulimus.*Re- 
© ſarrectrons ( 1n- 
©quit)gratiam i 
6 die Reſurredts 
© ONS EXCIPLAMMNS. 
c myſt Ec- 
© olefia ſuos pro- 
Ceut alta woce 
6 convocet Alum- 
© 0s: ut quos 
© prauvumm peperit, 
Erunme demunm lat- 
6te ſang ernaiti- 
© ons fide Cathe- 
©cumenos Eru- 
© tritos cibi firmi- 
* oris deg uſt :tione 
* Inſtitutog, per- 
* fefto corroboret. 
Et ibidem rurſus, 
* ſciendum et In-! 
* quit , quod pri-' 
C 3192 AO0cere Of 
Grſtrucre oportet; 
| Al « 
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called Catechus 
Mens: as WE have 
before recited it 


from Baſil. Let 


us receive (faith 
he) the grace of 
Reſurrection 1n 
the day ofReſur- 
retion. For 
that Reaſon the 
Church with -a 
loud Voice calls 
together from a- 
far, thoſe ſhe 
brings up, that 


ſuch as were 
brought forth 
naught, may at 
hh by Ihe 
Milk of ſound 
DoQrme be- 
ing Catechu- 
mens nouriſhed 
by Faith, be 
ſtrengthned by 
the tait of more 
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© atque ita Deum, 


pretlarifſimo vap- 


© tiſopate fite In: 


* ſtrufte Dignari. 

Narrat Idem 
Athanaſius &de 
J udzis;, *qu0d ad 
* Epiſcops ejus nr- 


bis Genua ad | 


© voluts, Bapti/- 
* ma Petierunt : 
© quos ipſe cum 
© Clericts ſuis ſuf. 
© ditiens, ferdi- 


*es plurimos it 
< Doftrina Chri- 
* ſkianes Pietatzs | 


© ertdierit ; Er 
© Catechumenos 

© inde fattos, poſt 
© tridus TFejuni- 
* um Daptizarit: 


more ſolid food; & 
perfect Inſtitution. 
And there again, 
we muſt know(ſays 
he) that it is neceſ- 
(ary, firſt to teack 
.and inftruct, and 
afterwards fignifie 
(or voncthſafe to ) 
him thar is ſo right 
ly Inſtructed, with 
the moſt excellent 
Baptiſme. 
Athanaſius de*+ 
clares, the ſame 
thing of tho Fews, 
that they caſt them- 
ſelves at the feet of 
the Biſhop of rfiat 
City(v. where they 
lived Y and deſired 
Bapti{me > whom 
When he and his 
Clergy beheld, he 
inſtructed them for 
many days in the 
Doctrine of Chri- 
ſtian Piety and be- 
-ing thereby made 
- Catechumens after 
three days Faſt he 


Baptized theme 


- 
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" This praQtice of Catechiſing, 
and then” Baptizing, and -after- 
wards receiving, into Churelt-fel- 
lowſhip was ſo. Univerſal among 
all-the Chriitians of thoſe times, 
as appears by thele few Inſtances, 
and many more, cited front 'Atha- 
aatins, Naztanzen,Optatus Milewi- 
tans, Epiphanins, Hillarins, Am- 
broſe, Jerome, Sozomen and others, 
that we find no Oppoſition at all 
tO it 5 all Candidates for Chriftt- 
anity being that way ozly admit- 
ted; the neceſſity-of it being 're- 
puted ſo great, rhat it became the 
very inlet of Pzdo-baptiſm. So 
that the Concluſion is undoubted 
that we have gotiabove Four huu- 


Tranſeant ; 4 po nn 
zer Mare dred: Years of Primitive Antiqui- 
Rem, ty, to Witneſs our practiſe. 

wontur, & And in the Fifth Century Au- 
mmducent guſtine gives theiSenfſe of that Age 


Minna, id 


f Caom thus.- , * Let them (that is the Ca- 
& Sangur- © thecumens)palt through the Red- 
emDoni- © Sea, that 1s, be baptized, and let 
ul, FALL. þ 


'r. in tn © themear Manaz;that is the Body 
anÞ+ 


%. 
ET 
- 
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© and, Blood of , the: Lord, 


Angl jn the Seventh Century, 
Igor ws de Offictis makes Three Ne+ 
grees.... The Firlt is,; * Of the Ger 
* rpegymens > Who, were duch, ag 
* were firit come from Gerty/i/pu'y 
*and: had a mind .to-believe-in 
* Chriſt. The Second of Competent; 
* who deſired Bapti/yp, when they 
© were jnſtrutted. in, the DoArine 
of  Chrift. And the Third, of 
« the Baptized, who were then 
Church- Members. TY $1 ' 

Hiymo ſays, in Century Nine, * *7, cap. r. | 
© That the Catechumes are the Faith; -  Epheſ. 
« ful, becauſe they-Believe in-the —_ 
©trye. God ; bur Scale they are fideles quia 
*not Baptized, they are not Hg- 7-4 


verum De+ 
x ly X um, ſed 
But what needs any more of 9*ia non- 


theſe Quotations, when all that _ "_— 


know any thing of the prafFile junSantti. 
of Antiquity muit- confeſs, That 
this Opinion we oppole, was ne» 
ver in the World for Sixteen hun- 
dred yearsand more. For though 
H 3 an 
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an Antichriſtian Darkneſs over- 


CY 


ndom for a Jong time, and In- 
fant-Baptiſm- almoſt crouded that 
true and' Apoſtolical ' praftiſe of 
Behevers Baptiſm out ' of | the 
Church ; though Lodowvicus Vives 
ſays, * That the cuſtome of Bap- 
tizing Adult Perſons was yearly 
©pradtis'd in Rowe it ſelf, eyen in 
©his rime. * Yet the very 'Papiſts 
all along (as they do at this time ) 
retained this as: the initiating Or- 
dinance ; All ther Writings,Ca- 
nions, Decrees, &c. cry 'up. Bap- 
tilm,, to be not only neceſlary tq 
Church-Communian, but eyen to 
Salvation. 1 Me Le oi 

Yea all the Reftormers, whether 
Lutherans, Calviniſts or oth-r'For- 
_— The Church of Ezzland, 
an 


oy_ the greateſt part of 'Chri- 
e 


tions that own "Ordinances / ex- 
&fcew Pericns of the Baptized way 
and-chat Jately'too) have owned, 
and do own, Phat Bap tifhy is 

5, al 


all the Difſenting Congrega-- 


__- FP 
gn Ordinance of Chriſt ; yea, the 
very firſt, or initiating Ordinance 
into Church-Fellowſhip, without 
which, no man may be regularly 
admitted to the Supper, 

- Sothat this Opinion is not only 
againſt us, but contradictory to 
the Judgment and Prattiſe of all 
other Chriſtians, Ancient 'and 
Modern. Batiſm was of old, and 
not without Reaſon, called ' T he 


Gate of Sacraments, and is to keep Fanua Sa 
that Name and Nature ſtill, v7z. + 
to be the firſt and Primitive Ordi- © 


nance, If the timing and prder of 
Inſftituted Worſhip be any thing, 
as it iSof great moment, a great 
part” of it lying in nothing elſe, 
but the right and orderly Admi- 
niſtration of. Ceremonies, and if 
the Scripture Rule and Example be 
any thing, (which is all we have 
to ſhew for any PraCtiſe,) than 
Baptiſm is to be the firſt Ordt- 
nance after Believing. 


H 4 If 
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If the Teſtimony of Ancient, 
Records, and Madern Wruers af 
all; forts, unanimoully: makes gyt; 
that there has nat been any other 
PraCGtiſe in Fat among Chriltians, 
all along, than what we here, de- 
monſtrate , though that is. not 
brought by it, ſelf to. prove the 
ſame, -1t ts certainly a very fair 
Collateral intorgement and iNy- 
ſtratiqn': For therg-1s no pount of 
Religion debated in the World, 
thathas a more gear and Uniyer+ 
1a! concurrence of . {jxteep , hup- 
dread years compleat, ;than, that 
no aoerbup were received to the 
COmSmUAION of-the Lords Supper 

Church-Fellowſhi unlaſ 
thes were firſt Bajtiſed, Yeaſuch 
a value had Antiquity for this Or- 
dinance, that ſuch as were Bap- 
tied by Hereticks, as the Arians 
and others , that uſed ' not the 
name of . Chrift, or {otherwile) 
defectively performed it, were 
judged o& th molt Learned men 

"RF of 
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of, their times to be Unbaptized, 
and ' therefore were Baptiſed a- 
gain by ſuch as were Orthodox, 
when: they-|left their Hereſics, 
which is 10: well known that it 
needs no inſtances, 

-- To canchade this Chapter, we 
ſhall givea few inſtances of 'ſome 
Modern Writers beſides what are 
given before, not ſo much de- 
riving Autherity from them, 
(though they deſerve all due re- 
ſpect) but becauſe of the. ſoli- 
dity and force of their Reaſo- 
nings. 

A very noted and Learned Au- 
thor now living, writes thus, 
(1.) © If we have neither Precept 
*nor 'Example in Scripture ſince 
* Chriſt Ordained Baptiſm, of any 
* other way of Admitting Viſible 
* Members, but only by Baptiſm, 
©than all that .mult be admitted 
© Yifible Members; muit be ordi- 
* nary Baptiied : But ſince Bap- 
© tiſm was Tnitirutcd * (or ' Eſta= 

2 bs * bliſhed 
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* bliſhed we have no Precept or þ 
© Example of admitting Viſible þ 


© Members any other way ( but 


*John 4.r. © * conſtant Precept and Example þ; 
At2-38, © of admitting this way : ) there» | 


41.& 8.12, , 
13,16, 36, 

38. & 9.6 
18. & 10. 


fore all that muſt be admittcd 
Viſible Members, muſt be Bap- 
47.48. Filed. - HY 
16.15,33 *I know not what in any ſhew.of 
X 18. 8 *Reaſoncan be faid to this by thoſe 
5. Roms. © that renounce not Scripture. For: 
3- &. *whatmandare go ina way which 
p * hath neither Precept nor Exam- 
*ple to warrant it, from a Way 
{hat hath a full Current of both ? 
* yet they that will admit Mem- 
*bers into the Viſible Church 

* without Baptiſm, do ſo. 
2, * Either Members muſt be 
© Baptized at their Admiſſion or 
* elſe after they are-ſtated in the 
* Church,or elſe never. But the 
©two later are falſe : therefore it 
* muſt be the former way, viz. at 

* their admiſſion. 

- {t.) © That they ſhould never 
| | | be 


t or 


ible 
but 
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be Baptiſed, none will affirm but 
the Seekers, and they that are a- 
bove Ordinances (that is, above 
obedience to God, and ſo Gods.) 
_(2.) If they fay they muſt be 
©Baptiſed after they are ſtated in 
the Church (and that many years 
'as they would have it ) I anſwer 
(1.) *Shew any Scripture for that 
if you can. (2.) It 15 contrary to 
all Scripture Example, AF. 2. 
The three thouſand were preſent- 
-; Baptiſed, and the Jaylor at the 
4ame hour 'of the night, and 
fo of all the reſt. And if you 
ould ſhew any that did delay 
4t, (fince* Chrifts Command, 
*Matth.'28. 20.) It woud appear 
to have been ſinful, as through 


Tgnorance or Negligence ; ſo that 
*henit muſt needs be done at their 
firſt Admittance according to the 
©onſtant courſe of Scripture. 

3. Tr js evident alſo from the 
ery Nature and end of Baptiſm, 
Kwhich is tobe Chriſts I1ſtingand 
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*Ingaging Sign; and therefore 
muſt be, applyed when we enter! 
© his Army., 

4. It we: are (Jews and Gen: 
{tiles,ec,). Baptiſed into one Bo- 
*dy, then we are not tp: delay it. 
"till we are ſtated in the Body:; 


*But we are all Baptiſed into one . 


Body, x Cor. 12 13. theretore, &'c. 
*Fqr if it be the uſe of Baptiſm 
*o ingraft and enter us into-the 
©Body or Church/and tato Chriſt, 
Qs Rom. 6, 3,) than ſure it muſt 
be uſed as qur ingrafting and en-. 
*rance. Shall a Squldier be 
Liſted two or thtee years af- 
'ter he hath been in the Army, 
Or at the 
—_ -:. | 
(5.) © If all Church-Members 
*are Chriſts Diſciples, and all 
* Diſciples muſt be Baptiſed (at 
their Admiſſion) then all Church- 
* Members ,muſt be Baptiſed at 
their Admiſſion: but all Church- 
*v.embers are Diſciples, and all 
< Dil 


firſt entrance , whe- t | 
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——— w_ 
© Diſciples ' muſt be Baptiſed at 
6 their Admifſion , therefore all 


| © Church-Members muſt be Bap- 


* tifed at their Admiſfion, 
1. *That Diſciptes muſt be 
* Baptiſed. at: their Admiſſion is 


| * plain, Mazrh. 28. rg, 20. Diſci- 


*ple aff Nations Baptiſing them, 
*and by. conſtant Example (2.) 
© That all Church-Members are 
©Diſciples I prove thus, (1.) If 
*it be the Church which is 
«Chriſts School,tharr all the Mem- 
©*bers of the Church are his Scho- 
*larsor Diſciples, or Members of 
* his School: but it is only the 
© Church which is called Chriſts 
© School ; therefore all Church- 
© Members are School-Members 
or Diſciples, (2.) And thus if 
© all Church-Vembers are Chrt- 
© ſtians, and all Chriſtians are 
ChriſtsDiſciples,thenallTChurch- 
Members arc Chrilts Diſciples : 
*but all Church-Wemhers are 
© Chriſtians, and all Chriſtians 


C umn 
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* are Chriſts Diſciples.: therefore 
6 all Church-Members are Chriſts 
« Diſciples, (1.) That all Church- 
< Members (true ones) are Chri- 
© ſtians; that 1s retainers to Chriſt, 
* or ſuch as belong to Chriſt (as 
© his own Phraſe 1s) 1s beyond 
* doubt, (2.) That all Chriſtians 
*are Diſciples I proved before, it 
© being the plain words of the Hos 
<ly Ghoſt, AF.11,26. The Diſci+ 
©*ples were called Chriſtians firſt 
©at Aztioch ; fo that all Church. 
© Members being Diſciples, they 
«* muſt regularly be Baptiſed at 
©their Admiſhon , according to 
* the courſe of Scripture, and my 
©Text, Matth, 28. 19, 20, - 
(6) © Another Argument may 
© be plainly fetchr from Eph.5. 26. 
*That he might Sandtifie it, and 
cleanſe it ( his Church) by the waſh- 
ins of Water through the Word ; 
If the whole Church muſt be San- 
ctified by the waſhing of Water 
then all particular Members of the 
| © Cliurct 


L 
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[Church muſt be ſo Sanftified * 


but the whole Church muſt be ſo 
© SanQtified : therefore the Indivi- 
© dual Members. | 

* He further writes thus, Front 
Matt. 28. 19. Go and Diſciple me 
all Nations Baptizing them, &Cc. 
*What Chriſt hath conjoyned, 
*man muſt not ſeparate : Cut 
* Chriſt hath conjoyned Diſcipling 
*and Captizing, as a ſtanding 
© courſe to: the end of the World. 
© {as the next verſe ſpeaks ;) there- 
© fore we muſt not ſeparate them. 
Though the Word [ for ever } do 
* ſometimes ſignifiea limited time 
© in the Old Teftament, viz. till the 
* New World under Chriſt ; yet 

*1n the Goſpel [ till the end of the 
© World can have :no other then 

© the proper Signification without 
* plain Impudent Violence. 

(2) * Argument 2, from x Cor. 

(12,13. By one Spirit we are al 
© Baptized into one Body. Tt Bap- 

© tiſm be Gods appointed ordinary 

% way 


* way of ingrafting all into thF 


© Body of Chriſt,thetrit 1a ſtand- 


© ing Ordmance,as being of a ſtand- 
* ing uſe: but Baptiſm 1s ſo, 
© therefoke; &c. the Antecedent 
* will appear plain in the Text, if 
*you conſider, Firſt, that it is re- 
© al Baptiſm that is here menti6- 
*ned ; the Spirit being fpoken of 
© as a concurrent canals ; Secondly, 
© That it. was A/ that were thus 
© baptized into the body. 

(3) *From' Roz. 56. 3. If the 
© uſe of Baptiſm be to- bapriſe 
* Men into Jeſus Chriſt, and into 
his Death, then it is # ſtanding 
© Ordinance to the Church, as be- 
*ing ofa ſtanding uſe : but the for- 
*mer is in the Text, therefore,&c. 

4. *From A. 2.38. &22. 16, 
©If Baptiſm be Inſtitated for the 
* Remiſfion of ſin, or the Waſhing 
*away of ſin (whether by ſignt- 
* fying Sealing or cxlubiringY 
: chen it 15 a ſtanding Ordinance 


©to the Church; (as being to a 
+ ſtand- 
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«ſtanding Uſe and End, one Age 
©of the Church having no 'leſ{s 
©need of it then another.) Bur 
* the Antecedent 1s in the Text ; 
© therefore, &c. . | 
\ 5. ©If the End of Baptiſm be, 
* our Burial . and ReſurreCtion 
* with Chriſt, Co/.2. 12. The 
© Churches Salvation, 1, Pet,3,21, 
'TfaFo undation Principle, Heb. 6.2. 
* The Ordinary way of Initiati- 
©or putting on. Chriſt, Gal. 3.27. 
© Then it is of continual uſe, and 
{oa _— Ordinance : but. 
<it is ſo, as the Texts Cited ex- 
© preſly fay ; :therefore, fc. : . 
- 6. * If Chriſt himfelt - has In- 
©ſtituted the Ordinance of Bap- 
*tiſm.in.the Word, and not again 
Repealed it ; then it is a ſtanding 
© Ordinance.to;:the Church ; {and 
©noman mult dare to Repeal his 
Laws) but: Chriſt hath Inſti- 
*ruted.;. and. let any - man ſhew 
where he hath. Repealed it thar 
an; and till then zt muſt be ac- 
F know- 
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£ knowledged to be till in forces] © ve 
The Leatned and Reverend if 
Dr. Ames in his Marrow of 'Divis|* Hi: 
= page 18, ſays, *© Baptiſm is] *C 
© the Sacrament of Initiation or © in 
© Regeneration, repreſenting andſ * ce 
© confirming our very ingrafting 
© into Chriſt, Row. 6. 3, 5. 'x Cor. 
< 12. 13. afid þ. 182. Baptiſm 
© is but once to be Adminiſtred, 
© becauſe there is-but one begining 
© of Spiritual Life by Regenerati- 
© on, as there is but one begining] 
© of Natural Life by Generation.| * tc 
Paul Bayne, that Holy Learned © tl 
man, on Col. 2. 11. page 280, 
faith, * God doth unite us with} © 
* Chriſt even by our Baptiſm, || * C 
<©thar is, ſaith he, the Believerſi © tc 
—_— is by Baptiſm mani-Jj *ti 
* felted ſo before the Church. o © 
Elton on the ſame place p. 291. © C 
* Baptiſm 1s the Sacrament of in-}| © w 
*cifion or ingrafting into Chriſt, | © P: 
* Sealing up our ſetting intoſþ © g 
* Chriſt, which only once, ne-F © n 
"ver 


(99; © 
Yee © yer after to be done again; for 
rend[ © if it did.not, then we ſhould 
vief* tiave another ingrafting into 
m is| © Chriſt, and afterward Nouriſhed 
n orſ< in him, therefore we often -re- 
andſ *ceive the Ordinance of the 
ting] * Lords Supper. ',  _ 
Cor.] Dr. Owez in his Diſcourſe of 
iſmſ the Spirit , pag. 50. where he 
red,f proving the Divine Nature, and 
ing Perſonality of the Holy Spirit, 
ati-f thus writes, viz. _ 
ungl Set; xr. © All things neceffary 
ion. f © to this purpoſe are comprifed in 
nedf © the ſofertin Form of our initiat;- 
8. or into Covenant with God, 
ith} © Marth. 28-19, Our Lord Jeſus 
im, * Chriſt Commands his Apoſtles 
verſj © to Diſciple all Nations, Bap- 
ni-{ © tizing ther in the Name of the 
* Father,and the Son,and the Holy 
01. © Ghoſt : this is the Foundation 
in-l © we lay of allour Obedienceand 
it, © Profteffion, which are to be re- 
to f © culated by this Initial Ingage- 


'c ment. . 
T 2 Set; 
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| Seft, 14. page <1. Fells us, 


©we are Sacredly Initiated or 
< Conſecrated, or Dedicated unto 
© the Service and Worſhip of the 
« Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 
© this we took upon us 1n our 
* Baptiſm, herein lyes the Foun- 


© dation of our Faith and Profeſ- 


« fion with that Ingagement of 
our ſelves unto God , which 
© Conſtitutes our Chriſtianity. 
© This 1s the Pledge of our entring 
* into Covenant with God, and 
© our giving up our ſelves unto 
him 1n the Solemn Bond of Reli- 
© 910N. ks 

Ar. Strong 1n his Diſcourſe of 
the Covenants, paz. 226. Says, 
« Baptiſm is a Sacrament of Initi: 
* ation and the Ordinance of viſi- 
(ble Admiſſion into the Church ; 
and that muſt not. be: done pro- 
© miſcuouſ]y, and without diſcri- 
* mination ; for as it 1s a fin to 
* keep out thoſe whole Rightit 1s, 
<©l{o 1ts a lin allo to admit them 
© that 
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Ion) 
* that have no Right, becauſe 
* thereby the Ordinances of Chriſt 
(are abuſed and. miſplaced, where 
© he never intended them, and for 
* whom he never Inſtituted 
© them. 

"And page 306. © We arefaid to 
©be Baptiſed into the Name of 
« them all (viz, Father, Son and 

*Spirit) Matth.' 28. 20. Baptiſing 
6 them .in the name of the Father, 

61nd of the Son, and of the Holy 
* Ghoſt: Now what is it to be 
© Baptiſed into the Name of the 
Father ; its conceived to be taken 
«from the manner of Marriage, 
© wherein the Wife doth 7 razſire 
© in Nomen, in familiam, &C. 


© into the Name and Family of the 


«© Husband: or of Servants, 
* who had their Maſters name 
*called upon them: and there- 

, ' fore no man might be Baptiſed 


.* in the name of a Creature, it 


* is that which Pas! deteſts, that 


he ſhould Baptiſe in his own 
-S'4 name ; 1 
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Hame;;. and therefore. the meany - | « kit 
© ing is, to be Baptiſed ix Fidem, | 

| Mw, . pa 
$Gn Caltum , jnto' the Faith .and- | ; Se 
©*Worſhip of God, and ſq you are 
© unto them all, and giveupyour. | « dc 
© names unto them all ; and there- | «c ; 

* fore unto each perſon we owe Þ* 
*both Faith and Worſhip di- 
« ſtinCtly, all manner of Duty and | « tþ 
© Obedience, becauſe we are di- 
«* ſtinctly Bapriſed into: the Faith | c 
« of themall, &. | v4 
Dr. Manton in his Excellent 6 0] 
Sermons, on Pſal. 1 i9. ver.8-p.45, >+ 
In the proſecution-of his DoQrine, 
viz. * That it isa great advantage 
*to come to a Reſolution in | «x 
Sa courſe of Godlineſs, ſaith 
* that it is a courſe God will blefs, 
* he hathappointed Ordinances tg G 
© this end and purpoſe that wes | «<. 


* might come to this Reſolution. 7 
* The Promile is firſt implicitely j 
* made in Baptiſm, therefore it 1s c 
f called, x Pez. 3. 21. the anſwer p 
* of a good Conſcience towards | 


: * God. 
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© God. How ſ0? Why the Co- 
© venant binds mutually on Godg 
* part and on ours; and ſo do the 
* Seals which belong to the Cove- 
*nant. It doth not only Seal Par. 
© don and SanCtification on Gods 
© part, but there isa promiſe and 
* anſwer on our part : an anſwer 
©to what? -To the demands gf 
© the Covenant. : In the Cons 
© of Grace, God faith I will bg 
© your God, (Baptiſm Seak that) 
*and we promiſe to be his Peo- 
*ple. Now our Anſwer to this 
© Demand of God,' and to this In- 
© terrogatory he puts to us 1n the 
* Covenant, it 1s Sealed by us 1n 
Baptiſm ; and it is Renewedia 
© the Lords Supper, &c. 

Mr. Burroughs, on Hoſ. 8, 12. 
Gives us this obſervation, *That 
© whatever is urged tous or Pra- 
*Aiſed by us in matter of Wor- 
* ſhip muſt have warrant out of 
* the written Word of God (it was 
$ ſin) and why ? Becauſe I have 

| I 4 " <xrit- 
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« written to them (faith he) the 
<great things of my Law, ' and 
«they countedit 8 ftrange 
© thing though that which they 
*did had a great deal of ſeeming 
« Devotion init, yet it was other- 
«wiſe than that which was writ- 
6 ten in the Law. '* 

* This Queſtion ſhould be put 
© to any that tender tous any way 
* of Worſhip: or Dottrine of Re- 
©ligion under any ſpecious ſhew 
* whatſoever, where 1sit written ? 
'* Iſa. 8.20. If they ſpeak not ac- 
* cording to the word, *tis becauſe 
* they have no light in they. Oh 
*they ſcem'to be very judicioys 
*and wiſe, Bnt if they ſpeak not 
*accoraing to the word, its hecanſe 
* there is nv light ia them, to the 
* written Law and Teſtimony, 
* that muſt be the ftandard at 
 *which all Dottrine and ways of 
* Worſhip muſt be tried, many 
* may put fair colours upon the 
* Way, that it is for Common 

| Ta * Peace, 
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£ Peace, and a great deal of Good 
©rmiay be done by it, 'and the like. 
< But is it written? Did T ever 
© command it - faith God? Policy 
* may fay 'tis fit; Reaſon may 
*ſay *tis' comely ; and Expert- 
*ence 'may" ſay *tis uſeful : bur 
*what doth the written Word 
*\ay it ſhould be? Nay it is not 
* enough to ſay that we cannot ſay 
© tis forbidden ; but where is it 
*written in matters of Worſhip ? 
©This 1s a certain Rule, faith Ter- 
* zullian,” It it be faid *tis Law- 
*ful, becauſe the Scripture doth 
© not forbid it, it may equally be . 
Eretorted ; it is therefore not law- 
* ful, becauſe the' Scripture doth 

* not Cemmand it, | 
And further that Reverend Au- 
thor, p, 86. Notes from Exo4.39. 
at leaſt ren times in that Chapter, 
*They did according to what the 


* Lord commanded Moſes, and in 
verſe 43: Moſes bleſf-d the people. 
* Therpeople are bleſſed when in 


© the 
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© the matters of Worſhip theyþaro. 
© keep unto what is Comman|c...y 
© ded. Tot 
This was the Judgment of |, 
that Famous Servant of God, al-'”c.. 
though no man 1n his time (as}- 
thoſe. that knew him in his life | 2 
can teſtifie) was of a more ten |, 4, 
der and bearing ſpirit to heal 
Differences then he; yet how Del 
Yealous and Careful was he :to | ; 
adviſe and inculcate into the | , 5; 
minds of Chriſtians, that they | 
ſhould exactly keep to the written | , x 
Word in matters of Gods Inftitu- | ; 1 
ted Worſhip, 

By what is ſaid ( Chriſtian 
Reader) it evidently appears | « 5 
'hat a value all Chriſtians inall | 

ges, yea atthisday havehad for | «x 
this great Ordinance of Baptiſm, | « 
and how Vniverſally Concurrent | «c 
their Teſtimonies are, that it is c 
not only the Sacrament of Initia- | « 

o 
+ 


tion, but alſo to be continued in f 
the Church unto the end of the 
World. 


dec Vorld. | And becauſe it would. 
well this ſmall piece 


of 
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ece beyqnd its. 
intended Bulk to ufe fo great a 
Cloud of Witneſſes, we ſhall add 
a few General and Comprehend- 
ing. Teſtimonies. 

x. In the Articles of Religion 
Publiſhed by His Majefties ſpecial 
Command 1642. Baptiſm is thus 
Defined, *© Baptiſm 4s-not only a 
8 Sign of Profeſſion, and Mark of 
© difference, whereby Chriſtian 
© men ars. diſcerned from others 
© that benot Chriſtned: but it 1s 
*alſo 2 ſign of Regeneration or 
* New Buth, whereby as by an 
*Inſtrument, they that receive 
* Baptiſm rightly.are Grafted into 
* the Chiech, the promiſes of the 
; prgivench of fin ; and of our 
* Adoption to be the Sons of 
* God by the Holy Ghoſt, and 
© viſibly Signed and Sealed : 
© Faith is confirm'd, and Grace 
Eincrealſed by vertue of Prayer 
* unto God, &c. This is the 
| Judg- 
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Ju 


lan 


©The Aſſembly of Divinesin their 
© Confeſſion of Faith Printed One 


©thoufarid fix hundred fifty eight, 
©pag.94. Define Baptiſm a Sacra» 
* ment of the New Teſtament Or- 
* dained by Jeſus Chriſt (Mfart.28, 
©19.) not only .for the ſolemn ad- 
© miſſionof 'the Party baptized in- 
©to the Vifible Church, ( I Cor. 
©12,13.) But alſo tobe unto hima 
© Sign and Seal of the Covenant of 
© Grace. ( Col. 2. 12.) Of his In- 
* grafting into Chriſt. Gall. 3. 17.) 
*Of Regeneration. (Tit. 3: 5.) Of 
* Remiſſion of Sins. * ( Mark 1.4.) 
* And 'of hs giving up unto' God 
* through Jeſus Chrift, to walk in 
* Newneſs of Life, (Rom. 6. 3, 
* 4.) Which © Sacrament is' by 
* Chriſts own Appointment to 
*continue in his Church until the 
*end of the World, Martz. 28.19, 
* 20, Fhisis the Judgment of the 
« Presbyterians ; ſuitable to which 
Wd ary» : ' ©they 


o - 


_ of the Church of Eng-, 
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# they Expreſs themſelves in their 
 / —__ Catechiſm, pag. 128. and 
I*in 


e Shorter Catechiſm, page 
"157: | 
*The Congregational , ( com- 
© monly called Independent) Chur-' 
* ches, 1n their Confeſſion of Faith 
*at the Savoy, where were many 
© of their Elders, O##. 1658. Prin- 
© ted 1659. Thus ſay of Baptiſm. 
B aptiſm i a Sicrament of the New 
Teſdaomens Ordained by Jeſus Chriſt 
to be unto the Party baptized a Sign 
and Seal of the Covenant of” Grace, 
of his Ingrafting into —_ of Re- 
generation,of Remiſſion of Sins, and 
of” his giving up unto God through 
Teſus Chriſt to walk in Newneſs of 
Life ; which Ordinance is by Chr 'ſt's 
own appointment to be continued in 
his Church until the end of the 
World. | 
The Churches ofhriſt c om- 
Y (though unjuſtly) called Ana- 
aptiſts: in their Confeſſion of 
Faith; (Fourth Impreſſion _ 
te 
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<Ordinance of the New Teſtament 
e civen by Chriſt, tobe diſpenſed. 
© upon Perſons Profeſfing Faith, or 
<that are made Diſciples ; who up- 

© on Profeſſion of Faith, and deli- 

© ring of it, ought to be Baptiz- 

©ed, and after to-partake of the 

©Lords Supper. 


ObjeCtion, If it ſhowld be Objetted, 
To mhat purpoſe ſerve all theſe Quo- 
tations ſince the Parties you aypore 
againſt do believe and. hold, That 
Baptiſme isan Ordinance of Chriſt 
and keep up the Prattice of it. 


Anſwer, 1. Although they hold 
and practiſe it themſelves, yet in 
the Effect and Conſepuence of 
this their Opinion, they deny it : 
For whilſt they alleage, That it 
is not requifite to Church-Com- 
munion, it muſt of neceſſity be 
underſtood, that they judge it not 
a requiſite Duty for a C — 

wo 


etsd 1652) Define Baptiſm ani; 


11il 


\ 


{and conſequently, *tis needleſsand 
therefore may be laid afide with- - 


out danger, which is in effe&t a 
total caſting of it away : which 
is not only contradiQtory to Scri- 
pture, but diſagreeable to all other 
Chriſtians in the World, as hath 
been fully made our. 

2. If they hold Baptiſm tobe a 
Chriſtian Duty, I would ask, 
Whether it be the duty of all 
Chriſtians, or only ſome ?. If of 
All, how can it be diſpenſed with 
inany ? if only of ſome, viz. ſuch 
as are convinced of it; it will 
equally follow, by the ſame Rea- 
ſon, that no Ordinance at all, is a 
Duty to a perſon that doubts ei- 
ther the thing it ſelf, or the man- 
ner or circumſtances of its praCtiſe 
And if it be not a duty, no man 
may be blamed for the nonperfor- 
mance of it, but indeed would Sin 
indoing it,and ſo by conſequence, 
no Ordinance is binding to all, be- 
cauſe there is not one of them, but 


Is 
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isin ſome reſpett or other cavill'd 
at, or at leaſt not rightly under- 
ſtood by. ſome perſons that yet 
would beeſteemed Godly : ſo that 
this Opinion opens a gap, not on- 
ty for Excluſion of Baptiſm, but }| , 
of any Ordinance whatſoever, un- low 


der. the pretence ofa large Chari. || ”" 
ly to a doubting Perſon, that is | 

really Holy, or- ſeems '{o tobe. If 
But the Lord neyer left his Ordi- Ba, 


nances upon ſuch termes ; For they. eal 
are not to be diſpen'd with upon 


any pretence whatſoever without "Ri 
his own ſpecial Warrant. - - | * 

Suitable to what we here Write, | *7 
Heary Lawrence Eſq; A very. Ju- I} , tl 
dicious and Learned Writer ex- || P 
prefles himſelf,in his Book of Bap-. | * 
tiſm, pag. 368. chap. 17. thus, that \ 
there is an order in the Worſhip F} * 
of the New Teſtament : ({fays he) > 
*No Man will deny that hath ſe, 


* Learned with. Panl, To joir be- 
* boldens vhe Order and Faith of 
© Saints, Coll. 2. 5. And now: 

| | ewilt 
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© will acknowledg this. more then-. 
* they who deny themſelves of 
© ſome very conſiderable Ordinan- 
ces for want of coming to them: 
*13-the right order, as the. Lords: 
* Supper for want of Church-Fel- 
* low ſhip:every thing is ſeaſonable- 
* and beautiful-in its time, . out of 
* which it is diſorderly and evil, 
*.To- find the Order and Time of 
*Baptiſm will I conceive be the 


;M 

py. | Cealieſt thing in all this Inquiry,: 
n || © whether you conſider Scripture - 
t | ©Rule, Scripture-Example, or Ex- 


* ample, of the Primitive Church, 
* or indeed of all that ever was,.or 
* the reaſon of things; For Scri- 
*Pture Rule you have Marth. 28. 
© 19. Make Diſciples and Baptiſe. 
* Mark x6. 16. He that believeth 
*and wu baptiſed . ſhall be- ſa; 
© ved. - You ſee here the Rank 
© of Baptiſm, immediately after 
*.Teaching, after Believing, it 
© holds the firſt place of Ordinan- 
* ces properly Chriſtian, you may : 

K. © fee 


— --—_ 4 


IM 


< ſee it again in the Rule of Peters 
© Preaching, As 2. 38. 
<For the Primitive times we 
*can have no better inſtances, | * 
© than what we have of the Cate- || * | 
©chuminy,, who were excluded | 
*not only from the Euchariſt, 4:1 
*but from the very ſight there- | ©! 
| © of, &c. | | 4 
© And of this the Fathers give | *' 
© a Reaſon, viz. In all reſpeQs the 
| <.Order of the Miſtery 1s kept, 
| <that firſt by Remiſhon of fins, 
| © a Medicine be prepared for their 
< Wounds, and then the Nouriſh- 
* ment of the Heavenly Table be 
« added Ambroſe, &c. | 
: © If you paſs from Precept and 
© Exampleof all times to Reaſon, 
© there you will find that what- 
© ever makes for the not repeating: 
*of Baptiſm in the ordinary uſe 
| ©of it, makes alſo for this as 
| *fully, or more, that it ſhould be 
"the firſt. 


% &@ ,% © A756 IB :& 
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For, 


.- 5: COB _ 
. -* For, Firſt if ix! bg. not to be 
* repeated:;.. beeauſe this is the 
* Seal of Initiazion 5; Regeneraria 
* on, and Incorporation, then by 
* the: faine Reaſon; this mult be 
*frft as Initiation 4: Admiſſion, 
5 Incorporation? .apvd Regenera- 
| tion, :are the firſt-Jnternal AQs, 
*1n us, and upon us, by which 
* we are made Chriſtians. .- ,. 

* Secondly, if the {ignification, 
< and Utſe of Baptiſm, be. for e- 
* ver and of conſtant . and. per-: 
< petual Uſe, then this. Ordinance. 
©1s to he as the bottom one in 
* the . Building ; of , Ordinances, 
< which is to. have. a durable and 
* conftant influence into the 
* whole Edifice; (| _ + | 

* Thirdly, If this be not to 
5 be . repeated, becauſe neither in 
© Precept nor Example you find 
*it ſo, and never otherwiſe, or 
<if : the ends of Baptiſm on our 
] Part.» be . that there ſhall be a 


ormal external: Cpntra&Qt paſt. 
K 2 <1 ith 
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* with God;- by 1-which we: are 
« viſibly Handfafted in-thisdi- 
© ſheal Ds; 2. Todiftin- 
<©s8h our felves by this' Badge 
© and- Charetter- of our Profeſhi- 
*.on from the evil world; :»whicl 
© we renounce withall its Works, 
*. then certainy this Piece-is to'be 
* firſt Adminiſtred- before:weigo 
« farther, and-'the Sacrament 'of 
< our Spiritual Life and Birth is 
© to be given before that of our 
*Nourifhment.: in a word Bap- 
©tiſm hath beers called of old, 
<and not without Reaſon, Sx- 
© cramentorum janua, and 1s for 
* all theſe conſiderations, which 
*are as many as Concurr to any 
* one thing to Keep that Name 
and Nature ſtill, which is to 
© be «the firſt and Primitive Sa- 
*crament, in which a Converted 
*perſon, + man or woman, 1s to 
* Communicate. * Now .then if 
* the: Timing and Order of Infti- 
* ruted Worſhip be any thing, as 

"- © it 
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*1t is of great moment, a great 
* part of 1t/ lying in nothing elſe 
© but the right and [Ee Ad- 
* miniſtration of *' "Ceremonies ; 
nd iÞ;the Scripture Rule and 

xample be any.' thing, which 
1s all we have to ſhow for any 
©Pradtice ;' then Baptiſm is to be 
*the firſt Sacrament after” Be- 
* leiving : beſides the reaſon of the 
* thing, that which makes it un- 
Jawtful to Baptiſe before Teaching: 
* is, -becauſe the , Scripture hath 
* ranked it atherwife, that ſays 
* Teach and Baptiſe, not Baptiſe, 
*.and Teach, as the Papiſts and 
* others do, the.. ſame Reaſon 
*will hold for the giving it its pre- 
* ference zn time to any other Or- 
* dinance, becauſe its ranked 1m- 
© mediately after. Teaching, and 
* before any other thing. Thus 
tar. you have the Opinion and Rea- 
{on of, that, Learned Gentleman. 


Re K. 3. CHAP. 


5 
« 
Cc 


4 tr 


(118) 


$ &* 71 10 71 F. 


CHAP! V.” 


Wy berem the ObjeZions METY this | 


- Pofition VR; 'That- nont may 
be Regilarly- admitted to the 


Lords Supper, that are not faſt 


Poptizgd, « are (age 


Ohy. T Here F7 Rule, '0r CX- 
preſs HF arrant of \ KYi22 


piure to: Extlele Perſons Fearing 


God, from receiving the Lords Sutp- 


per, 'mho by vertue of their Faith 


have a Right to it. 


'Q'f FR-:, 


Anſw. This ObjeQtion fuppoles 
hings very”! dangerous. ©. As, 
. That Holineſs without! Bap- 

cif .inveſts''a” Right tp other 
Church Ordinances, which'is'not 
to- be ſuppoſed, for Chriſt- the 
Lamb of God was Holy in the 
Higheſt Degree, and in him was 
| found 


EF 
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found no Sin, yet he was Baptized 
before he entred upon his Publick 
Miniſtry, which is a moft Illuftri- 
ous Example, and the Pattern 
which the Saints followed ; for 
in a Word, the great Apoſtle Paul 
and all thoſe Primitive Saints Re- 
corded by the Spirit to be Belie- 
vers, and therefore Holy ; were 
nevertheleſs Baptized, which 
might have been forborn but thar 
it was an indiſpenſable Duty : 
and whatſoever Reaſon may be g1- 
ven, why Holineſs without Bap- 
tiſm may ſerve, the like may be 
produced, Why Holineſs without 
any other Ordinance may be ſuffi- 
cient for a Believer ? And unleſs 


UM 


It be leſs neceſſary now for Belie- 
vers to performGoſpel Duties, thea 
for Evangelical Sunts; or unleſs 1t 
can be made out, that Baptiſm was 
only Appointed for that Age, ( as 
Holy an Ape as ever ang, then 
the obligation of ata pr, that 
Dufy it[l lies upon All C 
C8 2 K 4 


ans, 


riſti- 


Matt.3.15; 
I6. | 
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ans, which is a Warrant and:Rule 
for "the Excluſion of ſuch as will 
[not ſubmit. to it. .. 

2. It ſuppoſes, That whatſoe- 
 veris not forbidden in Scripture, 
is Lawful ;. and ſo the Receiving 
of Behevers that are not baptized 
ro the Supper, being not Profubt- 
ted, 1s therefore Lawful. ”5 

Now that -this is a: Pernicious 
way of Argument, has been large- 
ly, Demonſtrated about the begin- 
ning;as tending to bring all Hu- 
mafne:Inventions into Gods Wor- 
ſhip, to which we -refer : ;yet 
doubtlefs,it will be granted by all 
that the only :Warrant:we have, 
Cas" has been -frequently faid ) 
for. the Practice of Goſpel Duties, 
mult be the expreſs Warrant, or 
Word of God; according to w hich 
went walk : ;.and I very well 
remember, iT hat the Old Non- 
ccnforſnifts who faithfully yfollow- 
edrhelord,according tothe Light 
_ $1d Liacaivpd , rather than 
they 
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they- would .kneel: at' the Sacra- 
ment,thought it their Duty to for- 
bear the:Praftice of that great Or- 
CY thisas their Rea« 
fon :  Tokave-({ay they) the Pra- 
Qiſe of -Chrift and his Apoſtles in 
the manner of Receiving; the Sa« 
crament,and to follow thePrattice 
of Men, in' a. poſture: Invented by 
Men is not:{afe : bur: to kneel at 
the Sacrament is ſo, &c, -there- 
fore 'not fale.-. + dior 

- -And if the.Servants.of God in 
thoſe times Rn} {0.Cautious of 
doing any. thing. that might be an 
Additica to the Worſhip-of God; 
althoughbur in'a Ciregmſtance : 
how-much ought' Chriſhans Now 
when the Matter 15: about:the ve- 
ry Order of the Practiſe of Ordt- 
nances themſelves; for here in the 
Caſe m-hand, 15 -a-moſt evident 
kaving-the Practice of :Chriftand 
his Apoſtles;\.and following the 


. 2. The Coniſſion. given by 


Chriſt, 
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Chriſt att. 28. 19. Go reach all | rerer 


Nations Baptizing them, &c. hath 
been an Argument of great weight 
in the minds of all that oppoſe In- 
fant Baptiſm; the order of the 
words ſhewing who are to be 
baptized, wiz. Such as are taught 


Firſt Teach, then Baptize » and if |; 


it be an Argument, 'that proves 
Believers baptiſm only,” It muſt 
have its Confideration, 'That Bap- 
tiſm muſt go before the Practice 
of other Ordinances, as Preaching 
goes before Baptiſm,” 

We find 4. 1. 3. that Jeſus 
Chriſt 'was Forty Fj with his 


Niſciples, ſpeaking 'of the things } 
pertaining .to the' Kingdom''of 


God ; and doubtleſs he was not 
wanting in giving them dire- 
ction concerning the order of his 
Worſhip. For as the Commiſh- 


on Matth.28. 19. was given after . |. 


his Reſurrection, we may ſee his 
Apoſtles (as appears by their 
conſtant Admmwuttrations ſutable 

my there. 


5 Aft 
places 
Whic 


celvir 


all 
ah 
he 
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thereto)did PraQtiſenoother way, 
25 AfF.2. 41,42. andſeveral other 
places fully produced before. 
Which Practiſe in order tothere- 
ceiving or enjoying ' of - Ordinan«- 
ces,. I tzke to he a conſtant and a 
rrp. inte ent allChurches, 
in all times, unleſs any can ſhew 
2 variation from it, by any of the 
Primitive*, Churches afterwards, 
which-<canhot 'be done ; I would: 
fain know 'of him that Preaches- 
the Goſpel" *to men, - what Do- 
Arine he *\1s to Preach to them ? 
is it any other than to Believeand 
be Baptiſed'; -If no other, (as I 


| judg-all-will grant) *than if in 


caſe rhe party Believing ſhould 


. 
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queſtion whether Water Baptiſm 
be the Ordinance of Jeſus Chriſt, 
or if he believes it, 15 not yet ſa- 
tisfied itis his duty to be Baptiſed, 

ut deſires he may break Bread: 
with the Church, can this. with- 
out a manifeſt breach of the Rule 
be Admitted. ne 


The 
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The Apoſtle tells.usGel: 3. 27; 


That ſo many, of you (or as ſome] 


render it) | all yee that are Baptiſed 
znto_ Chrifi —_— pres on Chriſt, 
tag 4 thatis, they have * put on Che 


viſible Pro 


ra fig- 
_—_ as a Garmen & ther by... Bipele : 


Put on 454 have Jut on 


— of yl 6 riſt,. plainly bolding out, 


Gif Tacr, that none, . have put. on the viſible 


Profeſſion-of Chriſt ugtil they be. 


Baptized ;- the QUEST In, 2 ba: 
ſweringto.the inward 


Rom. 6.3. - Know ye My £4 £9.10 


who were Bapty eg into Jeſus {rs 
were Baptife into his Death; 
which Baptilin 3 is a pledge « of 
Can it therefore be judged upon 
any Reaſonable pretence that an 
man ſhould, be Admitted to Wal 
in the Praiſe of the Ordinances 
of Chriſt, before he hath put on. 
Chriſt in "the viſible Projdion % 
his Name by: Baptiſm: . .: 


From tne whole of which = 


infer, inanſwer to the Objection 
That our PraCtice ſuitable to theſe 
= 2 


ic 


as well call 


”y 


Precepts and Examples, are a ſuffi- 


'| ctent-Rule and Warrant for our 
-J not admitting them, to the Lords 
1 Supper, and to call for Scripture 


Precepts or Examples for retuſing 
them, is very abſurd; ' For we may 

or the like to Warrant 
our Separation from the Church of 
Rome'by Name,which can be pro- 
duced no- more then this, yet it 
does not- follow, that Communi- 
on with that Church,as now it 1s, 
is Lawful. Scripture Examples 
are matter of Fatt; and there- 
fore, there having been no ſuch 
corrupt PraCtice crept into the 
my when the. Scripture was 
written, therefore rhere was no 


| occaſion for any baptized Perſon 


to diſclaim Communion with the 
Unbaptized ; there being noſuch 
Cauſe of which to make an Ex- 
ample. 


Obj. 2. But we admit none to 


the Supper of the Lord, but thoſe 
that 


PE cron EE — 
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chat think they are Baptiſed elree- | SS; 
dy, and TFudg what they received in | dow 
their Infancy ſufficient. = 


 Anſrer. It is certain that they | the 
who believe that the only Subjefts | give 
of Baptiſm are aftual Believers, | on « 
viz. fuch who upon a Profefſion | Chi 
of Faith recetved that Ordinance, | cau 
and eſteemed. no_other Baptiſm | on 
valid, cannot judg . the Baptiſm | ſelv 
received in Infancy to be Chrifts | dec 
Baptiſm, they knowing that the 
proper Subjets, - apppzanted by | Or 
Chriſt, viz. a Believer (which 1s | wa 
the main part of the .Eſfence of | tai 
the Ordinance) is wanting,. and | the 
certainly the Ground of Churches | for 
proceedings , 1n admitting. per- | to 
fons to the Supper cannot be buile. | mi 
upon the imagination of the party, 
deſiring Communion, but upon 
the knowledg the Church hath | hi 
of it, and its being tryed by the | th 
Rule which they are to Walk G 
by. For, .* Mo 
Sup = 


=} 
| ax 


e- 
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Sappoſe z Perſon deſires to ſit 
down as a Member of the'Church, 
as thinking he hath a true Faith, 
and a Right to the Priviledge in 
the Church, when yer he can 
give no farisfatory demonſtrati- 
on of either ; will any think the 
Church ought to receive him be- 
cauſe he harh that good perſuaſi- 
on of himſelf, when they them- 
ſelves are farisfied that what he 
declares is inſufficient by the 
Rule, to make out his Right ? 
Or will any judgment of Charity 
warrant fucha proceeding ? Cer- 
tainly no; and yet the Reaſon is 
the ſame for the latter, as for the 
former. Beſides the Conſequence 
to the party that ſhould be ſo Ad- 
mitted to the Supper upon his 
conceit that he is Baprized isvery 
dangerous, and mult needs build 
him up in a conceit that he hath 
that which indeed he hath not. 
God of old gave this charge, 
that a ftumÞiyng-block muſt > 


be put in the.way. of the blind, nd 


s «o # © 


oO OR ET Be 
. Again, ſuppoſe the Child of a: Al 
Baptized Perſon of ſufficient Age; = 
that was brought up inia Godly, rc 
manner, is Converted and become: || 
a Believer, yet was never Baptized | 
at all, ſhould propoſe. for Com-; 

munion with the Church, would 
they admit him without Baptiſm gi 
if he deſires Communion fo ? (not. 
being ſatYfed, that it is a neceſſa-, 
ry Duty, ) It they would , then. 
| it 


- %. Av ja . 


I ZQ 
it is evident, that they quite Ex« 
clude Baptiſm out © the Rank 
of Ordinances ; If they do-not 
admit him, then they place a ſuffi- 
ciency in Infant Baptiſm, becauſe 
they grant a Priviledge to him that 
had 1t, and deny the {ame to him 
that had it not, ( whom we do 
fuppoſe to be as much a Believer, 
and as holy as the other) which 
is expreſly againſt their own Prin- 
Ciple, viz. to eſteem Infant Bap- 
tiſm as no Baptiſm ; and therefore 


ifthey hold tg ig; ſhould place him 
l $wAancy baptized, 


that was fo 


.and him that was never baptized, 


in the ſame rank, with reſpect 
to the Priviledge of Church Com- 
munion. | 


. ObjeQ. 3. It ix ſaid, Rom.14.1. 

Him that is weak in the Faith re- 

ceive you, and it berng but the weak- 

neſs of. ſuch perſons to judge their 

own Baptiſm Lawful, yet being ſuch 

as have faith, this Scripture ſuffict- 
L 


et H; 


Azxſiv. For the right underſtan- 
ding of this Text, Two things 
ought to be conlidered, which if 
well weighed may give aclear An- 
{wer to this Scripture GbjcQi- 
ON. 

1. What Weakneſs this 15, which 
the Apoſtle here intends. 

2. What is tobe underſtood by 
Receiving ſuch. : 

I. The weakneſs ſhoken of in 
the Text, hath Relation only- ro 
thoſe miſtakes that did attend fome 
of them touching a liberty of eat- 
ing, or not cating Mcats, or the 
keeping or not keeping of days 
which were things 1n themſelves 
of an indifterent Nature, the doing 
or not doing of which,was not Sin, 
as the Apoſtle in that Chapter 
plainly ſhews; and hath no Rela- 
tion to the Order of Worſhip pre- 
ſcribed by Chriſt, much leſs tothe 


Practice or not Practice of Ordi- 


nances, 


ently Warrants us to-receive them. - 


(-1:3:7,) 

nances, for then the meaning. of 
the Apoltle ſhould be, it they did 
prathiee, or not; practice, it was 
all 'one, there ;was no Sin'm the 

matter. "7 
2. The Receiving here cannot 
be .meant to receive into- the 
Church-as Members, Becauſe the 
Apoſtle Writes this Epiltle to the 
1rch, and theſe weak-Members 
as a part of that Church ;. but the 
Receiving here intended 1s into the 
Aﬀections of each other ; that the 
differences that were amongſt 
them ſhould not hinder the Law 
of Love, which they, and every 
Chriſtian ought to cheriſh. and 
Exerciſe towards each other, let 
their difterevces be of what. na- 
ture they will : That this muſt 
be the Senſe of the Apoltle, the 
clear Scope of the whole Chap- 
ter makes evident. But to bring 
this Text to pr6vea Lawfulnels of 
receiving any. that are Chriſtians 
a/though neyer ſo 1gnorant of the 
L 2 Ordinances 
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Ordinances, and Inftituted Wor 
ſhip of Chrift, and the order pre- 
ſcribed by him is to wring Blood 
out of it, and not that precious 
Truth that is manifeſted by it. 


Obje&. 4. Whereas ſome infer 
from 1 Cor. 12.13. By one Spt- 
rit weare all Baptized into one Bo- 
dy, whether Jews, or Gentiles, 
Bond or Free, and have been all 
made to Drink into one Spirit,c#c. 
That Baptiſm is the Inchurching Or- 
dinance, the concluſion is imperti- 
rent, for not Water Baptiſm, but 
the Baptiſm of the Spirit # there 


Azſ. That Paptiſm'was of ſo con» 
{tant and Univerſal uſe to the En- 
churching of all ſorts: Ranks and 
Degrees,1s fairly deduced from this 


Text, however excepted againſt z | 


and that none were Inchurched 
without it , unleſs any man can 
fred or name ſome perſons that 

were 
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were neither Jews nor Gentiles, 
Bond nor Free, which denotes 
plainly, that all ſorts were receiv'd 
by Baptiſm : the Fews though be- 
fore Circumciſed, yet were Bap- 
tized ; the Gertziles, ſome times a 
People a far off were upon their 
believing by Baptiſm received. Tf 
free, as Maſters, yet not admitted 
without it ; If Bond, as Servants, 
yet by this Ordinance they were 
made equally of the ſame Church 
Priviledge by Baptiſm, Gul. 3. 27, 


8. 
: And that Water Baptiſm is here 
meant is the Judgment of the moſt 
Learned Expaſitors : and the next 
words do make it Appear, We have 
been all made to Drink into one Spi- 
rit. By being baptized into one 
body and made to Drink into one 
Spirit. The Apoltle ſhews the 
Communion which Believers 
have with the Holy Spirit in the 
Two Ordinances, Baptiſm and the 
Lords Supper. For what elſe can 


L 3 be 


bas) 


be intended by Drinking into one 


Spirit; but the Saints Communi- 
on-in the Spirit, in,and by the Sap- 
per [=Drinking Þ by a Synecdoche 
being #put both for Eating and 
Drinking: And if fo, why maſt 
we not a5 well utiderſtand the Firſt 
Ordinance in its' proper Senſe for 
AVater Baptiſnrin the former part, 
as the Later Ordinance, the Supper 
in the fir{t part of the Text, - 

2. If the Baptiſm of the Spirit 
hed been meant, then the being 
Baptiſed into one Body , and 
Drinking into one Spirit, muſt be 
one and the ſametheng, 'butfurely 
Baptiſing and Drinking' are no 


morethe ſame, thantheB-ody'and 


the Spirit are* the-ſame'\, into 
which they are {jd Teſpettively 
to beBaptiſed,and to-Drink.But it 
1s clear the Apoſtle hereby intends 
to mind thoſe Corinthians, how 
that by means of the ſame Spirit 
working upon all their Hearts, 
they became Members of the ſame 


Body 
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Body by Baptiſm, and that being 
of the Body, they came to have 
Communion in Spirit, or with the 
Spirit in the Supper. 

It cannot be the Baptiſm of the 
Spirit, becauſe the Spirit is here 
ſet; forth by the Apoſtle, as the 
Agent or working Cauſe, and 
Baptiſm as the Effect ; and it is 
ridiculous to make both Cauſe 
and Effect the ſame thing. Ir 1s 
true the Scripture ſpeaks elfe- 
where of a being Baptiſed with 
the Spirit, but when it doth fo, it 
ſtill declares either Jeſus Chrilt, 
or God the Father as the Agent of 
Baptiſing with the Spirit, but nc- 
ver as making the Spirit both the 
Subject Matter wherewith, and 
the Agent whereby,men are Bap- 
tiſed in the ſame Baptiſm, ſee 
Matth. 3.11. Mark1, 8. Luk. 3, 
16, and 24. 49. Ad. 11.4,5,16. 

We find in Scripture that when 
Go.l chargeth men for ſin, he 
tells them, 7 hey did that which he 

= 3” COm- 
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commanded not, peither did it en- 
ter in his heart. Now that this was 
the Order of Adminiſtration with 
reſpect to theſe Ordinances, viz. 
1. To Teach,then Baptiſe,and then 
Admit to Church-Communion, 
iselſe where fully Evidenc'd from 
Precept and Example, Marth.28. 
19. Adt.2.41. &c. And if that 
be the ſtated Method of God, and 
the Univerſal Practiſe of the Pri- 
mitive Chriſtians, we may Rati- 
onally infer that the contrary Pra- 
tiſeis a Deviation from the Di- 
vine Rule, and a thing which God 
E©ommanded nor. 

The Apoſtle according to the 
Rule of Chriſt, firſt at J-r«ſa- 
iz, to put this Commiſion 1n 
Execution, Lek. 24.47. Arddid 
Act according to'it, and certainly 
zacr punctual Conformity to it, 
OuUgine to be taken by us as the In- 
rerpretation of this grand Pre- 
cept, and their Example a fug1- 
2ent Pattern for {fucceccving Chri- 

if1ans 3; 
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ſtans, unleſs we will ſuppoſe 
them to depart from it as ſoon as 
they began to Att in purſuance of 
it, which ſuppoſitzon includes 2 
ho” ſtrange Uncharitableneſs, 
ahd a very unbecoming Opinion of 
theſe Holy men. For nothin 
can be more plain than that Ad- 
dition to the Church (or Church. 
Fellowſhip) followed after Bap- 
tiſm, and did not go before it: 
and why men now find a greater 
gond in their own way than in 
Iis, is not to be eafily reſolved. 
Baptiſm in thoſe days did certainly 
precede Church-Enjoyments, ſor 
it waseſteem'd (as it {till ought to 
be) a means of implanting men 
into Chriſt, or the Body of Chriſt 
the Church, Gal. 3. 27. Rom.6.3. 
Now let it be conſidered what a 
Planting together imports ; It 
muſt be certainly the firſt putting 
of Ciriitians together, in order 
to their Grawing together in 
Chri't, and yet al! this was _ 
y 
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by Baptiſm: and may wenot ſup- 
poſe Trees to grow: together be- 
tore they are Planted together, as 
this Spiritual Plantation of Chriſt, 
vez. the Church, or Society of 
Chriſtians,” who were, and ſhould 
Till 'be Planted together by Bap- 
tiſm, not' into this or that parti- 
cular Church ; but into that one 
Church of Chriſt, which is diſtr1- 
buted-intoſeveral parts and parti- 
cular Societies. Hence Baptiſm 
15 called one of the Principles or 
begining Dottrines of Chriſt, and 
part of the Foundation, Heb. 6. 

1, 2. Now there isno Houſe can 

ſtand without its Principle,or can 

be Erected without a Foundation. 

See I Cor. 12.13. Wherewe have 

an account of all being Baptiſed 

into one Body, whether Jews or 

Gentiles, Bond or Free, which 

comprehended all Ranks and De- 

grees of Chriſtians, as 1s elſe- 

where demonitrated, 


Obj. 


(139) 
© Obj. 5. The Phraſe, Rom: 4. 3. 
and Gal. 3. 27.*{As many? bf you 
as have been Baptiſed into Chriſt, 
8&Cc. implies that all that were in 
thoſe Churches of Rome and Gala- 
tia were nor Baptiſed. 


' Ax. Tf we conſult the Scri- 
pture with the Coherence, it will 
appear how weak this Objection 
IS. 
- I. For that Row. 6.3. Let it 
be conſidered to whom the Apo- 
ſtle writes : Is itnot to the whole 
Church, and every individual of 
them? In verſer, 2. When he 
fays, What” ſhall we ſay then? 
Shall we continue in ſin, that Grace 
FAY) . abound ? God te orbid. How 
ſpall we that are 'dead to fin, live 
any longer thereia? ?TIf theſe 
words in the firſt and ſecond 
Verſe reſpect the whole Church, 
as they mult be ſuppoſed to do,un- 
leſs we will conciude that the A. 
poltle 
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| ſtle did granta liberty to ſome of 
the Church t9 continue in ſin, 
and ljverherein, then theſe words, 
2w ye not that as many of tus as 
were Baptiſed into Jeſu Chriſt,8&c. 
Are Interrogatzvely propounded 
not only to the ſame perſons, un; 
to whom the former words relate, 
but alſo- as an Argument or Rea- 
ſon why none of them ſhould live 
any longer jn fin, which 1s the 
thing from which he was adiſſuad. 
3ng not only ſome of them, but 
even all of them in the foregoing 
verſes, and which he improves in 
an Argumentative way through- 
out rhe greateſt part of the Chap- 
ter, and it would not befit the 
Reaſon of any ordigary man, 
much leſs of a Great Apoſtle to 
make choice a Reaſon or Motive 
ro infore his Exhortation or Per- 
ſuaſion, which is of leſs extent in 
rhe tendency and concernment of 
ir, thenare the perſons whom he 
22:1 Exhort or Dehort, Which 


yet 
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yet is a piece of weakneſs, of 
which we muſt ſuppoſe this Apo- 
{tle to. be guilty, unleſs you do 
conclude that all thoſe of the 
Church of Rowe were diſſuaded 
from contimring any longer in ſin 
upon this ground, becauſe they 
had been all Baptiſed into the 
Death of Chriſt, viz. a Contor- 
mity to his Death, as well as a 
belief of it. To conclude, If the 
whole Church had noi been un- 
der the Motive, the whole Church 
could not be preſſed by it as here 
you ſee they are. 


As for thc other Text, Gal 3.26; Gal. 3.26, 


the Apoſtle had aſſured them, 7s. 7 
them to whom he now writes, 
To be all the children of God by 
Faith in Chriſt Teſs, that 1s. they 
were lookt upon as children ofGoq 
by their confefſing and owning 
of Jeſus Chriſt, of which he gives - 
this account , verſe 27. Becauſe 


- they had put on Chriſt in Babti{m 


To are all the childrca of God 69 
Faith 
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Faith in Chriſt Teſas, for, or bee 


cauſe, as many of yon, as have beex 


Baptifed into Chriſt,: hawe put 'o# |; 


Chriſt : as if he ſhould ſay, it the 
Owning and Proteſſing Chritt 
does denominate men to be the 
Chudren of God, now, under the 
Goſpel, as indeed it does, theft 
ye are all the Children of God,be- 
cauſe by being Baptiſed inte 
Chrilt, ye have all- of you put 
him on, that is, fo. to appear 
with him, wherever ye become; 
as you do appear with the 
Clothes you wear. - But now 
molt certain it is, they could not 
all of them have been denomi- 
nated the Children of God 
by Faith in Chriſt, upon ac- 
count of their being Baptiſed in- 
to Chrilt (which yet we ſee 
they are) unleſs they had been 
all of them Baptiſed into Chriſt 
indeed. 
Belides in what hath been ſaid 
already it does not appear that 


any 


» } 
By 
P, 


any 11 the Apoſtles days were in- 
churched without Baptiſm. And 
tor any to aſſert that ſome; not 
all, were Baptiſed, is to- affirm, 
what 15. void of | Scripture, Rea- 
{on, and Common Senſe; -, As for; 
any countenance - in; , Scnipture,, 
there 1s none-—-And it has as little 
in Reaſon: :. for it it ſhould be 
true, it will follow that this Great 
Ordinance was a duty to ſome on: 
ly, andnot to all, and the Reaſon 
why it ſhould be ſo, will be very 
difficult ro aſſign, was it "alu 
it was commanded to ſome only, 
and not others ? If ſo, let them 
be -inſtanced by ſome kind of Re- 
cord, who were obliged to the 
Pradiſe, and whonot : was it be- 
cauſe ſome only had need of it, 
and others not ? or becauſe thoſe 
glorious myſteries repreſented by 
Ir, were uſeleſs to ſome, and not 
to all ? Or what other Reaſon was 
it ? If none.can beailigned, then 
we may ſafely conclude that all 

Church- 
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Chutch-Members were then Bap- 
tiſed ; and ought to be ſo ſtill. 

It is confeſſed that ſometimes 
the Phraſe [As many] has not the 
ſime Latitude of ſignification as 
thePhraſeF AZ mer]which includes 
every Individual, the term [As 

-1any] being reſtrained to matter 
going before beihg then Partitive : 
But here it has Relation to the 
whole {cope of the Text,and muſt 
therefore intend all, or all of that 
Church to whom he wrote, to 
confirm which Interpretation we 
fnd.other Texts [ As many] muſt 
of .neccſlity be ſo underſtood as 

'r Tim.6.1. Let as many ſervants 


' as are , tunaer the Toke, count 


their own Maſters worthy of all 


Honour: doth he thereby ſup- 


poſe or may 1t be implyed that 
there were ſome ſervants who 
were not under the Yoke, or that 
there were ſome Servants who 
were not to count their Maſters 
worthy of all Honour ? ' But 
which 


45 
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P- [which muft be ſuppoſed notwith- 


ſtanding, if this. form or manner 


of, ſpeaking, (4s many 4s) be* al- 
[ways to be underſtood to intend. 
(the. dividing of the intire Number 
of Perſons ſpoken ,unto.; which 


yet to. ſuppoſe muſt. needs be ve- 


_ [ry- abſurd, 


, Obje&t. And if it be ſaid, That 
this Exhortation, tet as many Ser 
Vants. as NC. Aaoth intentionally re- 
ſpeit ſo many Believing Servants as 
were under the Yoke ; and that there- 
fore in reſpei# of other Believers 


it 3s partitive, 


_ Aaſw. If that be granted there 
will be more gained than other- 
wiſe: for then it may well be ſaid, 


that thoſe Texts, Rom.6.3. Gall.3. 
27. Intentjonally, only. reſpeted 
thoſe at Rome and Galatis, who 
did Believe, and: were Baptized ; 
and therefore is partitive in reſpect 
of gthers, the Inhabitants of thoſe 

A M places, 


” NOT. 

. places,dividing thoſeof the Chur= 
ches, from others'dwelling in the 
ſame places; who were not of 
thoſe Churches. : 


Obje&.'6. 1f it be Objetted from 
AR. 9. 26. That we find not there, 
when Paul was preſented to the 
Church at Feruſalem, and Aſſayed 
to joyn _ to the Diſciples, that 
the Church made any inquiry whes 
ther he was Baptized or no, in order 
fo his Reception amongſt them ; or 
that Barnabas in giving ſatisfatti- 
6a to the Apoſtles and the Church 
concerning his meetnels to be admit- 
ted into Communioz with them, fo 
much as mentions his being Bapt- 
zed, out only declareth unto them, 
how he had ſeen the Lord in the 


way, and that he had ſpokex to him, | 


and how he had Preached boldly at 
Damaſcus iz the Name of Feſus. 


Anſw. There is no good Reafon 
can be given, or to ſuppoſe _ 
| P aut 
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Paul was admitted to Commur 
nion with the Church, until the 
Churchhad knowledg either from 
himſelf, Barnabus, or ſome other, 
of his having obey'd the Goſpel in 
Embracing the firſt Principles of 
it; of which Baptiſm is one, 
Flb. 6.2. For how ſbould they 
know him to be a Diſciple of 
Chriſt and ſo meet for Communi- 
on with them, but by knowin 
that he had at leaſt done the firſt 
things of a Diſciple, of which we 
find all atong the Hiſtory of the 
Atts of the Kvolttes, a Being Bag- 
tized, to be one, and doubtleſs leſs 
fatisfaftion would not have ſer- 
ved them concerning him, than 
would concerning another D1ſci- 
ple who had never appzared 1n 
that height of oppoſition againſt 
them, as he had done. 
_ Again, when the Text tells us, 
That Barnabas declared unto them , 
how he had feen the Lord in the 
way, and had ſpokento him; wy 
M 2 Sh 1 
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it be thought he could ſay leſs 
then what it was , that the Lord 
had ſpoke to him? Andif ſo, 
then how can it be thought but 


that the Relation of his being Bap- 


tized muſt needs come in at his 
Report to them? inaſmuch as that 
DireQion which the Lord gave 
Paul , about his' going into a 


Straight ſtreet in order to his fur- 


ther Information, touching the 
Will of the Lord concerning him, 
to Rehearſe the Carriage of A- 
2anias towards Saul ; and conſe- 
quently his baptizing of him : 
unleſs 1t ſhould be ſuppoſed, that 
Barnabas made a broken and im- 
perfe*t Relation of the Lords deal- 
ing with him, which we cannot 


do without Judging Barnabas ei- 


ther weak or careleſs in that great 
buſineſs : For 1t cannot be thought 
that Barnabas uſed no more words 
in this Relation then what are 
here Recorded by Luke ; ſince we 
have frequently,if not for the moſt 

part, 
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ef; | part; but the brief Heads of things. 
xd | Recorded that were done, and ſp0- 
ken by Chriſt, the Apoſtles, and 
other Diſciples, Fohn 23. 25., 
p= Act. 2. 40. . : 

: And we find Paul himſelf in 


Ns , h 
making the Relation of that great 
lat £ 
ve | Providence of the Lord towards. . 
+ | him in his Converſion , particu- 
'r. | Jarly mention his Baptiſm, A#.22. 
ie | $,t0 16. and that which was re- . 


R quired of him to be found in the 
” | PraQtice of, before he ſhould go 
| forth in the performance of that 
. | great Work he was Called unto, 
- | vamely, to Preach the Goſpel. , 


_ 

p Obje&t. 7. It i Objedted , that 
6 this was in the Infancy of the Church, - 
and its no binding Rule to ws. 


Anſw. If that be no Rule to us, 
let jt be ſhown where there 1s a- 
nother Rule ? beſides do not: all 
men of any underſtanding know, . 
that this is the great Argument-. 
| a brought 
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brought to Countenance Infanc 
Baptiſm : 'And is not this the pre- 
rence by which all thoſe Traditiy 
ons of Men in the Worſhip of God 
are brought in? How greatly is 
that place, x Cor. 14. 40. abupg'd 
and miſtaken? Ler' all things be 
done decently and in Order, From 
whence men take upon them to 
preſcribe what they pleaſe, and 
call it Order, impofing the ſame 
upon Mens Conſciences, whereas 
Order and Decency there, muſt 
reſpe& that Order which he him- 


ſelf had preſcribed in the forego- - 


ing Verſes, wherein is ſhewn,what 
Order ought to be uſed in the im- 


- provemnent of thoſe ſeveral Gifts. 


which God hath. given to that 
Church, in the Exerciſe whereof 
the Church might receive Edifica- 
tion. They eſpecially that areafraid 
to comply with the Inventions of 
men in the Worſhip of God in 
ſome things, ſhould abore all o- 
thers be careful of bringing in any 
eb oo | Inventt- 
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things, ff whil they bold again 

ings, leſt whi mild again 
themſelves the things they Des» 
ſtroy in others ; they make them. 
{elves Tranſgrefſors, and give thax 
advantage to others they would 
not willingly do. 


Objet. 8. A maix thing built 
upon,ts that Union with C bri gives 
4 Right to all the Ordinances of 
C brit. 


Anſw. It is readily granted, that 
Union with Chit , ſignifyed by 
a viſible Profeſſion of Faith gives 
a man Right to Baptiſm, and ha- 
ving this Union and being bap- 
tized,they have a Right to Church 
Fellowſhip, and the Lords Sup- 
per, &c. but that by vertue of U- 
nion with Chriſt they have a right 
to the Lords Supper ; and accor- 
dingly to partake of the ſame be- 
fore they are Baptized is Deny'd 
from the Reaſons already given , 

nor 
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nor can it any where be proved. 
' This may be' plainly illuſtrated 
by this ſimilitude. A Child, by be- 
ing the Eldeſt Son of his Father, 
has a Right to his Fathers Eftate as 
Heit thereof, as ſoon ' as his Fa- 
ther is dead, butyet for the'aQuuat 
Poſſeſhion thereof, there is required 
his coming to Age, till which time 
he cannot P&Tefs that Right ; the 
Law requiring: this as' the Order 
by which he 1s tocome to the en- 
joyment thereof. So though Uni- 
on 'with Chriſt gives'a man q 
Right to all: the Ordinances of 
Chnit, yet arc they tobe enjoyed 
in that Order which the Law pre- 
Acribeth. - . 4 


Ob). 9. This is a Dividing Prin- 
ciple, - and "tis very cenſorrous to 
judge none fit for Communion in 4 
Church, but ſuch as are Baptiſed 
thereby,  Unchriſtianing all ' other 
Perſor's tat are of another mind. 


Anſw, 
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Anſw. 'This 15 no other Princi- 
ple but what the Scripture doth 
every where juſtifie, as hath beef 
largely proved before. 'And this 
Objection 1s rather chargeable on 
the 'contrary Opinion ,, as be- - 
ing that which divides the Ordi-- 
nance from its'proper uſe and end 
by putting it out of its place, 
where God in his Word hath ſer 
it. There being no Diviſion made 
by Principle, but what is made by 
the ignorance of the perſons that 
Oppoſe it about the Rule and Or- 
der by which Chriſtians ought:to 
walk ; or by their wilful neglect 
of that 'which 1s required by the 
Lord, of thoſe that deſire Com- 
munion with the Church. For 
if the 'Lord-'of the Family pre- 
{cribean Order by which it ſhould 
be Governed, can it be reaſonable 
that his Rule ſhould be broken 
for the {ake of the Servants Ig- 
norance-or wilfulneſs ? 
Tour 2 To Wo 


(154) 

2. We cenſure none ſo rigidly as 
totake. upon us to Unchriſtian or 
Unchurch them; all that we do 
1s (in diſcharge of our Nuty to 
God, and Faithfulneſs ih our pla- 
ces) to Jabour to keep rhe Lords 
| 1Cor. 11. Ordinances in that ab and Or- 
| Je 3, der the Sacred Records teltific 

| they were left in, and in a Spirit 

of Love and Meeckaels- to con- 
tend earneſtly for the Faith once 
delivered to the Saints; which 
we conceive to be a Duty en- 
joyned upon all Chridinns Ce 


Obj. 10. It hath beew Objetted 
from Eph. 4.4, 5,6. Where under 
the ſeveral Heads there is in the 
fourth Head one Baptiſm, Now 
faith the Objeftor if we believe the 
other ſix things there mentioned, v1z.. 
One Body, one Spirit, even as yeare 
called in one Hope of your Cglling, 
one Lord, one Faith, one Baptiſm, 
one God and Father of all, &C. and 
are not found inthe Prattiſe of the 
Ee} fourth 
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fourth Head, viz. one Baptiſm ; 
mhat Reaſon i there that we ſhould 
be deprived of Communion in the 
Lords Supper, for either the xeg- 
left of it, and not ſeeing we are 
bound to Prattiſe it ? &c. 


Anſw. It doth appear from the 
Text that this is a Golden Chain 
linked together by the Spirit of 
God himſelf, the taking of one 
of which Links away may weaken 
the whole: and if the Wiſdom 
of the Spirit hath linked or joyned 
them together, it ſeems to be 
great preſumption in any to put 
them a ſunder. Therefore let it be 
noted that the Apoſtle verſe 3. 
Exhorts the Church to keep the 
Unity of the Spirit in the bond of - 
Peace, In the 4, 5,6. verſes he 
ſhews, wherein the Unity of the 
Spirit which is to be kept conſiſts, 
by giving a CharaQter of the True 
Apoſtolick Religion, epitomized 
under ſeven Heads. 
SET ; 1. One 
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x. One Godand Father of afl, 
who isabove all, and 1n us all. 

2. One Lord. the ſecond. Adam, 
the man Chrift Jeſus, by whom, 
and for whom are all things, the 
great Mediator betwixt God and 
Man. =o | 

3. One Faith, Believing in 

this one God, and this one Lord 
Jeſus the one Mediator. 
' 4. One Baptiſm, which in all 
the three Editions thereof hath 
ſignified a Profeſſion and Ingage- 
ment to this one God, and one 
Mediator by the Profeſſion of the 
one Faith. | | 

5. One Spirit proceeding from 
. the Father and the Son, the great 
Teacher and Inſtructor of this 
one Body iato a further Com- 
munion with the Father and the 
Son. IL Og An 

. 6. One Body, whereof all the 
Baptiſed .are profeſſed Mem- 
bers, and whereto- they. are 
| | Con- 
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compleatly United by that one 


al Spirit. | 
| 7. One hope of their Calling, 
® | inbelieving the Reſurreftion of 


: the Body, and Eternal Life, which 
© | God hath omg to all thoſe 


that obey him. 
- , From this we may with much 
Aſſurance infer, that we are under 
1 an indiſpenſable Obligation to be 
found in the Practice of this one 


Baptiſm, which holds forth our 

: Intereſt in, and Profeſſion of this 

, one God and Father, one Lord 

Jeſns-Chriſt, and one Spirit, in- 

to whoſe Name weare Comman- 

ded to be Baptiſed, Marrh.28. 19. 

| &c. The ObjeQtor ſuppoſes the 

© hare Belief (without the viſible 

| - Profeſſion) of Baptiſm, isenough ; 

| Which indeed is notſo : becauſe 
the' Nature and ' Conſtitution of 
this Ordinance'is purely Practticat 
by vertue' of a politive Precept;.. 
and no pretence of a' ſpeculative \ 
n Belief - 
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| The An- Behef will excuſe the negleQ of 


| tients tell jt; any more than the neglett of 


| Em of an Exerciſe of Faith reſpettin 


| Baptiſm any other of the ſix points, whic 
| Excome” the Holy Spirit has joyned with 


f Eph. & 5» It, 


One Law. E-: : 

Queſt. Whereas it may be fur- 
ther . Queryed, Whether one Ordi- 
nance gives a Right to the enjoys 
ment of another * : 


Anfw. Tt is anſwered, no; For 
we have before proved that all 
Ordinances are to be obſerved in 
that Order which the Appointer 
of them hath preſcribed ; from 
which we -ought not to vary, 
For as Circumciſion was the firft 
Ordinance to be Adminiftred be-.. 


fore they might be partakers of . 


the Paſſeover although it gave not 
a Right to the Paſſeover, © yet 
might notany partakeof ir (befbre 
they-were Cucumcifed) without 
#n:Soalſo in the New Teſtament; 
\- Baptum 
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Baprifin is the firft Ordinance to 
be Adminiftred by the dire&tion 
and appointment of God, with- 
out which, the Supper of the Lord 
may not be received without Sin. 
All that is pleaded for by this, 
is the Orderly obſervation of the 
New Teftament Ordinarices. 


ueſt. Bat why ſhould any be 
debar'd the enjoyment of thoſe Or- 
dinances they have light into, be- 
cauſe they want light in others ? 


Anſw. It deſerves to be ſeri- 
ouſly conſidered, whether the 
neglet of the Ordinance of Bap- 
tiſm doth not more ariſe from the 
want of a heart to obey God there- 
in, by reaſon of the contempt put 
upon 1t,then for want of Light. I5 
any Ordinance of Jeſus Chriſt 
m the New Teſtament more plain 
and clear than this ? Are there 
not many more inſtances in the 
New Teſtament for the Praiſe 
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of: this-then/ the Lords Supper ? 


For beſides. the Inſtitution of it 
by Jeſus Chriſt, inſtanced by the 
ſeveral Evangeliſts, it is but four 
times mentioned, viz, Att. 2.42. 
& 20. 7. 1 Cor. 10.16. & 11. 23. 
. Whereas we find beſides the Com- 
miſſion given by Jeſus Chriſt, 
Matth. 28. 19. &c. that *tis again 
enjoyned, Ad. 2. 38: & 8. 38. 
AF. 10.48. & 16.15.33. Ad. 9g. 
18. A. 18. 8. &c., Neither do 
we find any ohe Ordinance of 
the Goſpel ſomuch made uſe of by 
the Apoſtles to incite Chriſtians 
to die to fin, and live te Cod, as 
is largely demonſtrated in the 
foregaing ſheets, to which we 
reter, Cc. 


Obj. 11. And whereas it may 
be Objedted that "tis Love and not 
Baptiſm, that diſcavers us to be 
Chriſts Diſciples ; It is anſwered. 


: Anſw. We do readily confeſs 
that 
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that we are commanded to put on 
love, Coll. 3. 14. which is a great 
CharaCQter of a Diſcipleof Chriſt, 
and it is much to be Lamented, 
that there isſo little ſeen among 
Saints : Yet that cannot be called 
Love, which is exerciſed in oppo- 
ſition to the Order preſcribed in 
the Word, by which Ordinances 
ought ito be Adminiſtred ; For as 
Love 1s a grace of the Spirit of 
Chriſt ; ſo Ordinances are the ap- 
pointments of the ſame Spirit 
which works Grace in the Hearts 
of Chriſtians; All true Goſpel 
Love being Regulated by Goſpel- 
\ Rule; and as all men may know 
the Diſciples of Chriſt by their 
Love one to another : ſo alſo, it 
| 15 a Charafter given by the ſame 
Lord, of being a Diſciple when 
this Love is manifeſt in keeping 
his Commandements, Johz 14.15. 
If ye Love me keep my Commana- 
ments. ver. 21. He that hath my 
Commandements, ana keepeth _ 

T: 
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he it is that loveth me, and he that 
loveth me, ſhall be beloved of my Fa: 
ther, and 1 will love him and will 
manifeſt my ſelf to him. ver. 23. 
Feſus anſwered and ſaid, If any man 
EL ove mehe will keep my Words,and 
my Father will love him, and wewill 
come unto him, and-make our aboad 
with him. ver. 24. He that loveth 
»e not, keepeth not my ſayings, and 
the Word which you hear ts not mine, | 
bit the Fathers which ſent me. Now 

© of theſe Commandments this Or- 
dinance of Baptiſm isnot the leaſt, I 
and it feems to {favour of little | 
Love in them that would have 
Men believe,it is advanced in them 
above their Brethren to charge 
them with want of Love, as the 
only Reaſon why they cannot ad- |. 
mit perſons to the Supper of the 

I Lord, that never yet Received the 

'Baptiim of Chriſt. Theretore, 

© Here we can Appeal :to the 

Searcher of Hearts, That the true 
Reaſon 1s, bccauſe we dare not 


break 


pps wh hp nl el ered (of) SS © 


” A A 


(131) 
break that Rule and Order: by 
which we find the Primitive 
Saints walkt, and not want of 
Love to them. And the Sence we 
have of the great Severity God 
hath ſhewed againſt thoſe that 
have made the leaſt Breach upon 
that Order which he himſelf hath 
preſcribed. 

Theſe things I leave to the ſe- 
rious Conſideration of thoſe to 
whom this brief Effay may come, 
deſiring they may try all thing, 
ard hold faſt that which is Good. 


